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Sunday 13" October 2024

Services In Our Churches This Sunday:

- Breakfast Church at All Saints, 8am in the Church Centre.

- Morning Worship at All Saints, 10am. Clare Owen will be speaking.
- Holy Communion at St Johns, 10am. Peter Walley will be speaking.
- Harvest at St Andrews, 11am. Led by Peter Walley.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Midweek Services
- Tuesday: Prayers, 8am at All Saints

- Wednesdays: Holy Communion, 9.30am at All Saints

Collect This Sunday’s Readings

God, our light and our salvation: Job 23: 1-9, 16-end, Mark 10: 17-31
illuminate our lives,

that we may see your goodness in the Next Sunday’s Readings

land of the living, Job 38: 1-7, 34-end, Mark 10: 35-45

and looking on your beauty
may be changed into the likeness of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

All Saints Café - Join us for friendly chat, coffee/tea, cake and biscuits every
Wednesday in the Centre 10am-12noon. Everyone welcome!

St John’s Rest Stop Café - Friday mornings 10am-12pm in the Link. Do join us for
Tea/Coffee, friendly conversation, and delicious home-made cakes.

St Johns Brunch — Fridays 12.15-2.30pm (after the Café). We join with others for a
cup of soup & sandwich followed by discussion on life, faith and a bit of Bible study.



Job 1v1, 2v1-10. John 11:17-27

So what are we to do with a reading like the one from Job? Avoid it? Embrace it?
Struggle with it? Job is part of the Wisdom Writings in the Hebrew Scriptures which
include Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. It tells the story of the wise person, celebrated so
much in the book of Proverbs. The important question raised by the story is why do
good people suffer? Job has been described as one of the greatest works of world
literature but, for us, it is also one of the most difficult, partly because it comes from
a culture so different from ours.

Job is a poetic piece written more like a play. It is a piece to be grappled with but, as
we grapple, let us remember that Jesus did not always make things clear for His
hearers. He told them truths in parables and frequently left them confused. He called
His hearers to ponder on what He was saying and to seek out the meaning. Job
raises questions for us. Questions about good and evil. Questions about what God
may allow to happen even when it seems harsh to us. Questions about some of the
ultimate issues we face — illness, pain. suffering, life and death. Questions about
where God may be in the difficult things that we all face from time to time. For these
reasons it is surely worth our attention.

Job is a faithful servant of God and God knows that. Faced with the possibility of evil
affecting Job’s life God says —“Yes, okay but his life is to be spared”. The boundaries
of what may happen to Job are laid down by God, not by Satan. During the story Job’s
life, wealth and family are stripped away from Him apparently with God’s consent.
As he grieves for all that is lost his friends come and sit with him. They don’t listen
to him very well and instead they pose questions too hard for Job to answer. They
have a legalistic view of how God works and they drag Job down, challenging his faith
even further things have changed so much for Job, life is so much worse —surely Job
must be responsible?

So what are we to learn from this passage and the rest of this book? The presence of
evil in the world is clear, as is God’s power to save. We may struggle with the idea
that God in some way “gave permission” for what happened to Job. We see the
effects of evil all around us every day. The environment is damaged, people are
hungry, frightened and homeless. However, we know also that we have a God who
loved us enough to send His son to save us and all who turn to Him. As with Job, God
is always there. He will set the limits. In His letter to the Corinthians Paul says this.
“God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the
testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.” This
is a difficult subject and may lead to many questions about life and God. Questions
are important and should be asked. God does not mind. They are often a way of
working out our faith. This month we will start running an Alpha Course. If you have



questions about your faith, whether you are new to it or whether you have been
coming to Church for years, do think of attending. It is a course designed for you to
ask questions. God allows us to question Him, so long as we are honestly seeking His
answers.

As Job’s life gets worse and everything is stripped from him, his friends come and sit
with him. They got that right. Just being with people when times are hard for them
is important. But unfortunately the friends weren’t satisfied with just listening to Job,
they wanted to solve his problems and that made things worse.

“What have you done for this to happen to you?” they ask. But of course Job had
done nothing and their questions only made things worse. For us we need to learn
to listen and to listen well to others. Learn that listening is in itself healing and the
best thing you can offer. We are there to hold to faith when others cannot. To pray
for those who cannot pray for themselves.

Finally, however, in chapter 19 something remarkable happens. Almost in fury and
indignation Job rises above all that has happened and all that has been said by his
friends. “This, he declares is what | know.”

He wants his words written on paper, but realising that that is not enough, he calls
for them to be written in a book and finally, to make sure that they are never
obliterated, he calls for them to be carved in stone.

This, this is what | know he says “I know that my redeemer lives”. “l know that at the
end of time He will stand on the earth” and “Even though | am dead and my body
destroyed | will see Him in my resurrected body”. What an amazing statement of
faith and like so many of such statements it comes out of a hard and difficult place.
Leaping forward several hundred years we find Mary and Martha mourning the death
of their brother Lazarus. He was dearly loved by them and in that culture, he was
their only support. Jesus was not there when wanted. They also had lost almost
everything but when Jesus finally comes Martha again makes a profound statement
of faith. “Yes, Lord | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming
into the world.” This was before Lazarus was raised from the dead.

For both Job and Martha, when the cards are down and all else is stripped away a
deeply embedded faith in the God who loves them is all that is left. This is their
bedrock, and they will not be shifted. Their words have rung down the centuries and
particularly of course, in the case of Job, were picked up by Handel and used for one
of the greatest arias in the Messiah. Who hearing these words would guess they
came from the mouth of a man battered by circumstance and bereft of all else? So
today what are our questions and where is our faith? Do we believe in the God who
has promised to always be with us through good and ill? Is He the bedrock of our
being too? Every blessing. Rev. Mary Staunton



Notices

St Johns Craft & Tabletop Sale — Saturday 19'" October 10am-1pm. 20 tables with a
selection of crafts including cards, jewellery, knitted/sewn/crocheted items, wood
and pebble art and lots more. Refreshments will be available. As usual we will also
have lots of books and jigsaws for sale. If you have any books to donate, especially
modern paperback fiction, please leave them at the back of church, or on Monday or
Friday in the vestry.

St John’s Harvest - Sunday 20™ October, 10am. Donations will be going to Padley,
there is a list of items needed on the notice board in the Link. If you have any berries
or garden flowers in your garden that would be suitable for Harvest, would you
please ring me or bring them to Church in the morning for 17" October. Eunice Upton

Our Love Prayers and Sympathy — to Pat Seager and her family following the death
of her husband, Brian Seager. The funeral will be at St John’s Church on Monday 21*
October at 2pm follow by committal at Markeaton Crematorium.

Messy Church — Wednesday 30" October at 3.30pm in the All Saints Church Centre.

Alpha - is starting again on 30" October on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm. Alpha
is a very accessible introductory course on the Christian Faith, where you can ask all
those questions you have always wanted to ask! If you are interested, please contact
Peter Walley, Clare Owen, Andrew Brown or the Office.

Blister Packs (Pill Packets) — are still being collected at St Johns, so please continue
to bring them.

Covid — Please be aware that a church member at All Saints has tested positive for
Covid this week. If you attended the service on Sunday and start to feel unwell,
please do test yourself.

Home Group - If anyone is interested in joining a Home Group, there is now room for
one or two in the Thursday afternoon Group which meets at Paul and Elaine's home
in Cromford Drive. Anyone interested please contact either Paul, Elaine or Clare to
discuss.

All Saints Giving in Grace - Thank you for all the responses with offers of support and
financial giving. We will be in touch with you after the next PCC meeting which will
be held on November 11th. Thank you again. Brian

New Housing in the All Saints Parish — A plan has been submitted for 2500 new
houses and a travellers site south of Mickleover (The Hollow and Staker Lane). There
is a consultation event for local residents at Mickleover Hotel, Etwall Road on
Monday 14" October 4pm-7.45pm.

Congratulations - to Graham and Diana Rose (St Andrews) on their 60th Wedding
Anniversary (10th September). What a milestone! Every blessing, The ministry team




