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Sunday 20" October 2024

Services In Our Churches This Sunday:

- Holy Communion at All Saints, 10am. Peter Walley will be speaking.
- Harvest at St Johns, 10am. Karen Cowgill will be speaking.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Midweek Services and Events

- Monday: Internet Café, 10am-12pm at St Johns Link

- Tuesday: Prayers, 8am at All Saints

- Wednesdays: Holy Communion, 9.30am at All Saints

- Wednesdays: All Saints Café, 10am-12pm at All Saints Centre

- Friday: Rest Stop Café, 10am-12pm at St Johns Link. Followed by Bible Brunch Study

This Sunday at All Saints

Collect at All Saints Sunday’s Readings at All Saints
Almighty God, Job 38: 1-7, 34-end, Mark 10: 35-45
in whose service lies perfect freedom:

teach us to obey you Next Sunday’s Reading

with loving hearts and steadfast wills; Job 42: 1-6, 10-end, Mark 10: 46-end

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

This Sunday at St Johns

Collect Sunday’s Reading at St Johns
Eternal God, you crown the year with your Matthew 6: 25 - 33

goodness and you give us the fruits of the

earth in their season: grant that we may use them to your glory, for the relief of
those in need and for our own well-being; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, no and
Forever. Amen.



Talk based on Job 23 1 to 17 Mark 10 17 to 31

Summer has gone, autumn has arrived. The colours are changing on the trees and the
days are getting shorter and the nights are getting colder.

At St Johns on the 20th, we are celebrating Harvest. A time when we not only thank
God for his provision for us but we also think of others and give away goods to those
in need.

Harvest doesn’t have a set a readings that we always turn to each year, and so it is
the job of the preacher to make use of what he or she is given and this year, we have
an extract from the book of Job and an encounter between Jesus and the rich young
man. Strangely in a way, both of these | think can relate to Harvest Thanksgiving,
because alongside acknowledging that it is God who in his mercy gives us our
harvests, we are also encouraged in scripture to be generous to others.

Now Job is a unique piece of writing in the Bible. It is an ancient piece of writing, part
of the Wisdom literature in the Old Testament, probably written around 800 to 700
BC. Briefly the book describes an encounter between God and satan in heaven, where
God says to satan, look at Job, he is an upright man, he is a righteous man who
worships me wholeheartedly. There is no one else like him. And satan retorts, let us
see how whether he will still worship you, if everything is taken away from him, his
family, his health and all his possessions. And so God allows satan to test Job with
one important caveat, that Job’s life is spared.

Part of the testing that Job endures is to have three ‘friends’ or ‘comforters’ draw
alongside. | have put them in inverted comma’s in my text because they offer little by
way of comfort. His ‘friends’ cannot comprehend Job’s piety. Job holds onto both his
innocence and to the God whose actions (or whose permissions) have led to all the
disasters that he is facing in his life.

Job’s friends follow what was then, and still is now, preached in some churches, that
material prosperity automatically follows from right living. And, if that is the case,
when someone loses everything it is God’s judgement on them that can only be put
right through repentance, in other words turning back to God in sorrow for our sins.
You may have heard of the prosperity gospel in America?

Job, however sees things differently. He is convinced that he has done nothing wrong.
Indeed God is in agreement with Job as | mentioned earlier, in his conversation with
satan. But Job in all his trials is experiencing extreme isolation. His family and
everything else has been taken from him, it seems that God has gone behind a big



black cloud and Job can’t seem to reach him. So in verse 8 and 9 we read: “If | go
forward, he is not there; or backward, | cannot perceive him;
9on the left he hides, and | can’t behold him; | turn to the right, but | can’t see him.

When we think about the disasters that afflict people in this world, the innocent dying
through wars and man’s inhumanity to man, their cry is so often, ‘where is God?’
What have | done to deserve this? And more than likely their faith in God’s love,
mercy and grace is shattered.

But we need to remember that Jesus too underwent extreme suffering. Everything
was stripped away from him as he went to the cross and in the midst of his agony,
when he was carrying the sin of the world in our place, Jesus cried out ‘Eloi, Eloi Lama
Sabachthani?!” My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?! He experienced the
feeling of complete abandonment and separation from his Father’s love. God himself
in Jesus has experienced the worst of all the world could throw at him. And all we can
do, is like his mother Mary, his best friend John and the witnesses including the
Roman Centurion is stand, listen and watch and let our hearts be broken too.

When someone is bereaved, it is having someone to listen that they need, not to offer
advice, not to share their story. Humbly listening, and maybe offering practical
support. Who has ever refused a meal when offered? For those in our city, the
23,000+ adults and the 13,000+ children that our gifts are going to support, they don’t
need lecturing to, they above all need a listening ear which then can lead onto real
help to move them forward.

In our Gospel reading, which really is pretty self explanatory, we may find a challenge
to ourselves for Jesus meets a young man who also claims to have lived his life
according to the laws of God. But Jesus tells him (because he sees the secrets of his
heart), that in order to be perfect, and to inherit eternal life, the young man needs to
sell his possessions and give the proceeds to the poor. This the young man is unable
to do. We read that he was shocked and went away grieving. Of course we don’t
know whether he reflected on Jesus’ words later.

Wealth can be an obstacle to believing — but not for everyone. What matters is that
all of us have a teachable heart, one that listens for God’s voice and obeys. When we
read about Jesus’ encounters with people, the most frequent phrase used is ‘Jesus
had compassion’. May we this harvest time pray for just that — that we might have
compassion and may that motivate us to continue to be generous to those in need.

Every blessing. Peter



Notices

Our Love Prayers and Sympathy — to Pat Seager and her family following the death
of her husband, Brian Seager. The funeral will be at St John’s Church on Monday 21°
October at 2pm follow by committal at Markeaton Crematorium.

Messy Church — Wednesday 30" October at 3.30pm in the All Saints Church Centre.

Alpha - is starting again on 30" October on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm. Alpha
is a very accessible introductory course on the Christian Faith, where you can ask all
those questions you have always wanted to ask! If you are interested, please contact
Peter Walley, Clare Owen, Andrew Brown or the Office.

Home Group - If anyone is interested in joining a Home Group, there is now room for
one or two in the Thursday afternoon Group which meets at Paul and Elaine's home
in Cromford Drive. Anyone interested please contact either Paul, Elaine or Clare to
discuss.

All Saints Giving in Grace - Thank you for all the responses with offers of support and
financial giving. We will be in touch with you after the next PCC meeting which will
be held on November 11th. Thank you again. Brian

New Churches Magazine - It will start in February 2025, be in colour, 10 issues per
year with a joint Dec/Jan and July/Aug edition (as per Contact’s current routine). It
will be offered both electronically with the newsletters and paper copies for those
who prefer it. It will be free. Before the end of the year, we’d like to confirm the
following: 1. A new name for the magazine 2. Editors from each of the three churches
to take it in turns to oversee the content - Richard Finch will be St John’s contact. 3.
Proofreaders - again, volunteers from each church to take turns to ensure there are
as few possible typos/conflicting dates etc. 4. We also need to know who from the St
Johns current distribution list wishes to continue to receive a paper copy.

Insurance — St Johns use Ecclesiastical for our Church’s insurance cover. They
currently have an offer if you take out home insurance with them, they will donate
£130 to our church. If your insurance cover us coming up for renewal, please give
them a try for a quote: visit ecclesiastical.om/trust130 Any questions, please talk to
Barrie.

Commemoration for the Bereaved — at All Saints on Sunday 17®" November at 3pm.
There is a list at the back of church for any names you wish to be remembered during
the service.

Save the Date - We are getting close to the time for the Mickleover Christmas fair
(Sunday 24" November) and the Churches Together hope to run another Tombola to
support Padley. Please start to put suitable items aside and save the date in your
diary as we will be asking for helpers. Details to follow. Mike Shooter



