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Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the staff team
Peter, Mary, lan, Clare, Paul and Alun.

Sunday 22" December 2024

Services In Our Churches This Sunday

- Morning Worship at All Saints, 10am. Mary Staunton will be speaking.

- Holy Communion at St Johns, 10am. Peter Walley will be speaking.

- Carols by Candlelight at St Andrew’s, 4pm. Led by Peter Walley and Clare Owen.
- Carol by Candlelight at All Saints, 7pm. Led by Peter Walley

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Midweek Services
- Tuesday: Prayers, 8am at All Saints. The next meeting will be 7" January

- Wednesdays: Holy Communion, 9.30am at All Saints. Next service will be on 8" Jan

Collect Sunday’s Reading

Eternal God, Hebrews 10: 5-10, Luke 1: 39-55
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son,

so we wait for his coming in glory; Next Sunday’s Reading

bring us through the birth pangs of this Colossians 3: 12-17, Luke 2: 41-end

present age to see, with her, our great
salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

St Johns Internet Café —is taking a break for Christmas - we won't be open on Monday
23rd or Monday 30th of December. We will be back for the New Year on 6th January

All Saints Café — Happy Christmas and New Year! We’ll be back on 8" January. We
look forward to seeing you then.

St Johns Rest Stop Café - Fridays 10am-12pm in the Link. Join us for Tea/Coffee,
friendly conversation, and delicious home-made cakes. Open on 27" December!

Brunch and Bible Study — is also taking a break but will resume on Friday 10* Jan.




Talk Based around the gospel reading from Luke 3: 7-18

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand! You Pharisees! You brood of vipers,
who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Repent...I say repent! Do you think
by coming here and listening to me speak, that you have found the kingdom of
heaven? By going down into these waters of baptism, does that mean you are truly
repentant? Therefore, bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance; and do not
suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’, for | say
to you, that God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. And the
axe is already laid at the foot of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore...bring forth good fruit in
keeping with your repentance.

Pharisee: Who are you?

| am not the Christ.

Pharisee: What then? Are you Elijah?
I am not.

Pharisee: Are you the prophet?

No.

Pharisee: Who are you, so that we may give an answer to those who sent us? what
do you say about yourself?

| am a voice of one crying in the wilderness; make straight the way of the Lord, as
Isaiah the prophet said.

Pharisee: Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?

Because the kingdom of heaven is at hand! Prepare for the way of the Lord! As for
me, | baptize you with water for repentance but among you stands one whom you
do not know and it is he who is coming after me who is mightier than I, for He existed
before me and | am not fit to remove his sandals; he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit. | tell you the truth...my baptism is a baptism for repentance of sins, but he will
baptize you with The Holy Spirit and fire. And his winnowing fork is in his hand and
he will thoroughly clear his threshing floor, and he will gather his wheat into the barn
but he will burn the chaff with unquenchable fire! Will you be the wheat...or will you
be the chaff? Will you be gathered into the barn or will you burn with unquenchable
fire?!

A wealthy man: | am abundantly wealthy, then what shall we do?

Let the man who has two tunics share with him who has none; and let him who has
food do likewise. Don’t you see your brothers in need? Share with them from your
abundance!

Tax collector: | collect taxes, Teacher, what shall we do?



Collect no more than what you have been ordered to. Be fair and be honest! Do not
cheat your brothers!

Roman Soldier: I'm a Roman soldier, what about us? What shall we do?
Do not take money from anyone by force, or accuse anyone falsely, and be content
with your wages.

Some of you standing here today listening to my voice are hypocrites! You Pharisees
and Sadducees...you are a brood of vipers! Do you think that God does not see you
the way you truly are? You stand there with your pious looks and your costly
garments, and you only pretend to be men of truth and godliness. You hypocrites! |
say to you, repent...for the kingdom of heaven is at hand! Step into the Jordan and
confess your sins and be baptized! | don’t care how you are dressed! Look at my
garments! | wear a garment of camel hair and my belt is leather. The Lord God has
provided my every need! | live in the wilderness, and | eat locusts and wild honey. |
am God’s servant! | am here to prepare the way of the Lord! | am here to prepare
you for he who is coming after me! | have been sent before him.

You ask why | speak thus... so boldly and with passion. | do not fear the Jewish
leaders! | do not fear the Roman soldiers! | do not fear Herod! Yes...Herod who has
committed a grievous sin! He has taken his brother’s wife! Herodias, the wife of
Philip! She does not belong in Herod’s house! He has taken her as his wife! And no
one has the courage to speak out against this immoral act! | condemn you Herod
Antipas! And | also point at all of you who claim to be righteous and holy! You have
remained silent while this grievous sin is right in front of you! You will not flee the
wrath to come!

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand! Repent.... You brood of vipers!
THE END

For John the Baptist came as the final prophet to prepare the way for our Lord’s
arrival. His ministry was to point the people towards the Messiah, the savour of this
fallen world.

The word of God came to John in the desert, not in a palace, not in the city, notin a
home, not even in the temple. For God can and does speak to us in all places and he
comes to us in very special ways, often when we don’t expect it.

The Lord is coming and He is looking for His servants to be ready. God does not want
to find us asleep and unqualified for the kingdom. As we get ready to celebrate the
first coming of Christ, the incarnation, God is calling us to dig deep into our hearts
and make ourselves as ready as possible for His arrival.



With joy we must show the world what Christmas is all about. The incarnation is not
only about the baby Jesus, it is the proclamation that this tiny baby born in poverty
is God himself breaking through time and sin to re-open the gate of paradise. The
Lord is coming again but we don’t know when, but He is coming. So can we use this
Advent and prepare our hearts to witness to Him.

“And all mankind will see the salvation of our God”. Amen.
Every blessing to you all, Rev lan.

Notices

Church Offices Closed — from 21° December and reopens on 2" January.

All Saints Christingle Service - £171.50 was raised for the Children’s Society.

All Saints Stitchers — would like to thank everyone who supported our fundraising
efforts this year. Our total for the year was £2,590 which has now been donated to
Breast Cancer UK. We are looking forward to another successful year in 2025 and
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Our Love Prayers & Sympathy
- To the family of John Taylor. The funeral will be on Thursday 2nd January at 12noon
at All Saints Church, followed by committal at Markeaton Crematorium at 1pm.

- To the family of Kenneth Sharpe. The funeral will be at All Saints Church on 3rd
January at 11am followed by burial in the Churchyard.

- To the family of Harry Bedborough. The funeral will be on Thursday 16" January at
11.30 at St Johns followed by committal at Markeaton Crematorium.

- To the family of Cynthia Farmer. Funeral details to follow.
- To the family of Daphne Hayton. Funeral details to follow.
Blister Pack Recycling - a box filled with blister packs has been sent for recycling and

an empty box now needs to be filled - so please bring your empty pill packs along to
St Johns.

Rest Stop Café - Many thanks to everyone who supported our Christmas jumper day
and raffle at rest stop cafe. In total we raised £151.54 for Save the children fund.
Special thanks to Tammy and Jason (fruit and veg stall), and to Pips Plaice (fish stall),
for their kind donations of raffle prizes.



Christmas Eve at All Saints Christmas Eve at St Johns

Carols —2pm Carols Around the Crib —4pm
Carols —4pm Midnight Holy Communion — 11pm
Carols — 6pm

Midnight Holy Communion — 11pm

Christmas Eve Collect Christmas Day Collect

Eternal God, Lord Jesus Christ,

in the stillness of this night your birth at Bethlehem

you sent your almighty Word draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven

to pierce the world’s darkness with the touching earth: accept our heartfelt praise
light of salvation: give to the earth the as we worship you

peace that we long for our Saviour and our eternal God.

and fills our hearts with the joy of heaven Amen.

through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen

Sunday 29" December 2024

Services on Sunday: MA Holy Communion at St Johns, 10am. Sandra Noon from
Friends of Kenya's Children will be speaking. (no service at All Saints)

Collect Sunday’s Reading

God in Trinity, Colossians 3: 12-17, Luke 2: 41-end
eternal unity of perfect love:

gather the nations to be one family, Next Sunday’s Reading

and draw us into your holy life Ephesians 3: 1-12, Matthew 2: 1-12

through the birth of Emmanuel,
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.



