Welcome to our Churches

www.mickleoveranglicans.org.uk

All Saints St Andrews St Johns
Etwall Road, Mickleover, School Lane, Radbourne, Devonshire Drive, Mickleover,
DE3 0DL DE6 4LY DE3 9HD
01332 510446 } 01332513363

allsaintsadmin@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk  admin-stjiohns@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk
Sunday 19% January 2025

Services In Our Churches This Sunday
- Holy Communion at All Saints, 10am. John Foxon will be speaking.

- Morning Praise with JACK at St Johns, 10am. Karen Cowgill will be speaking.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Collect Sunday’s Reading

Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11, John 2: 1-11
bring us with the whole creation

to your glory, hidden through past ages Next Sunday’s Reading

and made known in Jesus Christ our lord. 1 Cor 12:12-31a, Luke 4: 14-21
Amen

Midweek Services and Groups
Mondays: St Johns Internet Café 10am — 12pm in the Link. Free help with
laptops, tablets, smartphones and other technology. Free Wi-Fi.

Tuesday: Prayers, 8am at All Saints.
Wednesdays: Holy Communion, 9.30am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am — 12pm in the Centre. Join us for a friendly chat,
coffee/tea, cake and biscuits. Everyone welcome!

Fridays: St Johns Rest Stop Café 10am — 12pm in the Link. Join us for Tea/Coffee
friendly conversation, and delicious home-made cakes.
Fridays: Brunch Bible Study 12.15 — 2.30pm in the Link. We join with others for

a cup of soup & sandwich followed by discussion on life, faith and a
bit of Bible study.



Talk by Peter Walley

"You are my beloved son, you are my beloved daughter; with you | am well pleased."

It is said that a famous movie-maker had a huge legal wrangle with his long time
mentor and guide. The younger man simply couldn’t handle criticism and ended up
rejecting the person who had helped him so much. When the court case was over a
close friend summed up the real problem. ‘It was all about an ungenerous father’, he
explained, ‘and a son looking for affirmation and love.’

What was your family like to grow up in? For me, Dad was a distant figure most of
the time. | realise that it must have been a shock for my parents when | was born as
my Father was 50 and my mother was 42 (I have a sister 21 years older than me) —
but when | look back at my childhood despite having a brother 5 years older than me
the reality was that it was quite lonely at times, | was expected to play on my own
and | was expected to grow up more quickly than many others my own age.

Dad for me was not an expressive man. From what others in the family tell me, my
Father, as the middle child in a family of 5 had quite strict parents and | don’t think
he got much attention. So maybe he didn’t know how to say that he loved me, to my
face. Of course I’'m not alone, many children grow up in our world who have never
had a father say to them (either in words, in looks, or in hugs), ‘I love you, I’'m pleased
with you’.

It may be truer in our culture, which can often be quite inhibited that even those
Fathers who think this in their hearts are often too tongue tied or embarrassed to tell
us their children how delighted they are in them — not for what they have achieved
but simply for being who they are. So that when discipline and correction are
required, too often there can be heard the slamming of doors, angry voices and harsh
criticism.

Did Jesus ever have any issues with knowing who his real Father was? A veil is drawn
by the gospels over Jesus’ early life, we have but glimpses such as his going to the
Temple with his parents, staying behind and telling his bewildered and upset parents
when they eventually came back and found him, that ‘he had to be in his Father’s
house’.

Scholars believe that Jesus was around 30 years old when he came into
preaching/teaching ministry and this incident, when Jesus is baptized marks the
beginning. And what a beginning! Jesus comes to his 1°* cousin and asks to be
baptized. John recognises that Jesus is the Messiah and in Matthew 3 recognising his
own sinfulness retorts, ‘I should be baptized by you and do you come to me?’ Jesus
answers ‘Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness’
then John consented.



When Jesus comes out of the water heaven opens, the Spirit comes down upon Jesus
and a voice out of the heavens speaks:

"You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased."

What an affirmation for Jesus — especially because in Chapter 4 Luke records that the
Spirit leads Jesus out into the desert to be tempted by the Satan.

The whole of the Christian gospel could be summed up in this phrase: that when the
living God, our heavenly Father, looks at us, at every baptised and believing Christian,
he says to us what he said to Jesus on that day. For he sees us as we are in Jesus
Christ. It really is true: God looks at you and me and says: ‘You are my dear child; you
are my beloved and I’'m delighted in you.’

We know it is true for one simple and profound reason: when we come to Christ and
are baptised the Holy Spirit comes on us. Our sins are forgiven, we are made right
before God, and we become a part of God’s family.

When God looks on us, in the words of many of the hymns in the Pentecostal
tradition, he sees the shed blood of Jesus, not all the things we have done wrong. And
just in case we are thinking secretly ‘but you don’t know what I've done!’: there is no
sin that cannot be forgiven — except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.

We are truly set free - Jesus put it this way in John 8:34 - 36

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 3> Now a slave
has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. * So if the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed.

These words are so powerful — because maybe you or | are still under the impression
that God can’t love me - he loves other people but not me — and when we come to
pray — maybe all we hear in our heads is an angry response, doors being slammed,
not open arms, loving hugs and affirming acceptance.

One of the things Luke is saying to us, in the way he’s written his gospel, is that when
we look at the whole life of Jesus we are gaining glimpses of that different dimension
in terms of Jesus’ healings, his lived out love and grace. So, let’s learn to hear these
words addressed to ourselves, let his words of affirmation change us, mould us, make
us somebody new, setting us free and making us into the people God wants us to be.

Every blessing. Peter

Notices

Our Love Prayers and Sympathy — to Louise and her family following the death of
her mother, Betty Marshall last week. Funeral details to follow.

All Saints PCC Meeting — Monday 20" January, 7pm in Church.




Wine & Wisdom Quiz Night — Saturday 22" February at St Johns Church Hall at 7pm.
Complimentary glass of wine, table snacks and interval cake. £6 per person (teams
of 4). Registration deadline is 14" February. To book please contact Richard
events-stjohns@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk

Homegroup at The Vicarage, Etwall Road - Wednesday every two weeks at 7.30pm.
The next group will be on Wednesday 29™ January. We will be looking at a study on
Heaven by Paula Gooder, with notes and video provide at each study. We are a
relaxed group who enjoy refreshments together, a short study, prayer for one
another finishing usually by 9pm. If you would like to join us, please contact Helen
Walley

Threefold Magazine - the first issue of our new monthly magazine for All Saints', St
Andrew's and St John's, Threefold, will be available online and in our churches over
the weekend 1/2 February. People from St John's who have asked to continue to
have a printed copy delivered will receive these as usual. The deadline for
contributions is Monday 20" January. Please pass to Rebekah or email to
threefold@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk

A Pot Pourri of Words and Music — at All Saints Church on Saturday 1% March
2.30pm. Afternoon tea and concert to showcase the wealth of talent, of all ages,
across the congregations of our three churches. This will be a relaxed occasions and
our audience will be limited to the congregation members, family and friends. There
is an entry fee with profit going to All Saints Church. If you would like to take part,
please let me or Rebekah know by 2™ February. | look forward to hearing from you
in the near future! Janice Toplis — Church Warden, All Saints Church.

Mickleover Singers Spring Concert - Please join us for an evening of uplifting and
entertaining music at St Johns on Saturday 29th March at 7:30pm. £8 on the door
including light refreshments in the interval. Doors open at 7pm.

Remembering Cynthia — A tribute to Cynthia Farmer, shown at her funeral is
available to watch on YouTube https://youtu.be/r13kDAS Wa0

Messy Church — All Saints Centre on Wednesday 22" January 3.30-5pm.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Saturday 18" — Saturday 25" January

Sunday 19t 6.30pm Evensong Fr Jonathan | St Helens, Etwall
(OLOL) is speaking
Wednesday 22™ 9.30am Holy Communion All Saints
10am-12pm | All Saints Café All Saints Centre
10am -12pm | Coffee Group Mickleover Methodist
Thursday 23™ 9.30am Mass + refreshments | Our Lady of Lourdes
Friday 24 10am-12pm | Rest Stop Café St Johns

All Welcome




