
 

Sunday 13th April 2025 

 
  
 

Services In Our Churches This Sunday 
- Breakfast Church at All Saints, 8am. 
- Morning Worship at All Saints, 10am. Peter Walley will be speaking. 
- Holy Communion at St John’s, 10am. Dawn Perry will be speaking. 
- Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, 11am. Led by Alun Rowlands. 
 

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/ 
 

Collect   Sunday’s Reading  
True and humble king, hailed by the crowds  Psalm 118: 19-24, Luke 19: 28-40 

as messiah: grant us the faith to know you   
and love you, that we may be found  Next Sunday’s Reading 
beside you on the way of the cross,  Acts 10: 34 - 43, Luke 24: 1 - 12 
which is the path of glory. Amen.   
 

Midweek Services and Groups 

Mondays: St John’s Internet Café 10am – 12pm in the Link.  
 

Tuesdays: Prayers, 8am at the Vicarage, Etwall Road. 
 

Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints. 
 

Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am – 12pm in the Centre.  

17th April: 
Maundy Thurs 

Holy Communion with stripping of the altar 7.30pm at All Saints 
and St John’s.  

18th April: 
Good Friday 

Morning Worship 10am at All Saints. Meditation 10am at St John’s. 
Walk of Witness 11am, meeting at Our Lady of Lourdes carpark. 

Fridays:  St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am – 12pm in the Link. With crafts and 
activities for children.  
 

Fridays: Brunch Bible Study 12.15 – 2.30pm in the St John’s Link. Resumes on 
9th May  

Welcome to our Churches 
www.mickleoveranglicans.org.uk 

All Saints 
Etwall Road, Mickleover,  

DE3 0DL 
01332 510446  

St Andrew’s 
School Lane, Radbourne, 

DE6 4LY 

St John’s  
Devonshire Drive, Mickleover, 

DE3 9HD 
01332 513363 

   

allsaintsadmin@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk admin-stJohns@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk 



 
 

The anointing of Jesus probably took place on the day just before his entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and can be found in all of the gospels.  Matthew and Mark 
have the anointing in the same village Bethany but at Simon the lepers home and 
Luke has it set somewhere in Galilee at Simon the Pharisee's home. Which confuses 
things a little, and makes it virtually impossible to work out whether these accounts 
are telling different versions of the same event, or similar versions of different 
events.  For only in John is the person’s identity revealed. 
 
For this sermon I am going to focus on the version from John's gospel. 
 
Jesus is in Bethany at the home of Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha. 
Jesus is reclining at table with Lazarus, when Mary goes and gets a jar of very 
expensive perfume, this is mentioned in Mark’s version of events. Now this perfume 
we are told was very valuable, it had probably been in the family from generation to 
generation, the way people keep gold.  It was probably financial security for the 
family and according to the text it was worth a years wages. Nevertheless Mary broke 
the alabaster jar according to Mark and poured it all out on Jesus' feet and then 
wiped them with her hair. This was possibly the greatest demonstration of love and 
respect anyone could have given to another person. A point to remember here is that 
Mary intended to use all of the perfume as she broke the jar into several pieces. In 
Christ's mind what Mary did was extremely important.  She gave to him something 
of great value.  May be this perfume was all the savings she had. This is the same 
reaction Jesus wants from each of us here today.  He doesn't want just a tithe, 10% 
of what we have, he wants us to offer all we have to him. 
 
We are told that the whole of the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
As long as the perfume was kept sealed there was no fragrance. The perfume was 
benefitting no one, but once the liquid perfume was poured out on Jesus, then its 
fragrance filled the house. 
 
God has actually given each one of us a jar of perfume, that is, he has given each one 
of us gifts and skills and possessions. If we keep these gifts to ourselves, they do not 
benefit anyone. In the end, they do not benefit us, because we cannot take them 
with us when we die. Only and only when we pour out all of our gifts, skills and 
possessions at Christ's feet can he take them and use them for God's glory and for 
the benefit of others. 
 
We are like jars, only when we are broken can the spirit within us flow out.  Only 
when our selfishness and pride is broken can we truly glorify God in our lives. 
 

The Anointing of Jesus 



But there is always someone to throw a spanner in the works. Several of those 
present rebuked Mary for wasting such an expensive perfume. One of those was 
Judas Iscariot, the betrayer. Why was this perfume not sold for 300 denarii, and the 
money given to the poor. This response was of course motivated by greed. It is 
common knowledge that Judas had a bad habit of dipping into the common funds. 
Judas was more interested in making a financial gain than in the reality of Gods power 
being displayed. We must learn from this story never to criticise the expressions and 
acts of love shown by others.  This morning the disciples were quick to criticise Mary. 
Some of those who were present genuinely thought that the ointment be sold and 
the money given to those in need. But Jesus answered them, "you can help the poor 
at any time, as there will always be poor people who will need help. But I will only be 
with you for a short time". To love Jesus is our highest duty, it is in fact the greatest 
commandment. To love the poor, including our neighbour is our second duty.  
 
Jesus states that she did what she could to prepare me for my burial. Now except for 
executed criminals, the Jews always anointed a corpse with ointment. But Jesus knew 
that he would be executed as a criminal and therefore his body would not be properly 
anointed. Mary had anointed Jesus beforehand. Mary herself did not realise what 
she had done, but Jesus knew.  
 
Jesus is the sort of person who demands a response, I think you will agree with me. 
Especially when you read the gospel according to St John, you just can't ignore him.  
I am the gate to the sheep fold, who ever enters by me will be saved. I am the 
resurrection and the life, those who believe in me will never die.  I am the way, and 
the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me. 
 
It doesn't take much wisdom to see that the response of Mary is the preferred 
response to Jesus. She probably gave up everything to show her love for Jesus.  It can 
be costly being a disciple and follower of Jesus. But if you think about it what Jesus 
offers far outweighs any cost of following him. To come before God the Father 
without fear, with our sins removed, wiped clean and to live for ever in his presence, 
far outweighs anything we might choose to give up for him. 
 
So can we be like Mary?  And like those in the crowd who chose to follow their King 
to the end. So can we respond to God's love for us in Christ Jesus by giving him 
everything we have, our praise, our worldly goods and our lives. As Romans chapter 
12 says, let us present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. So 
from today onwards can we offer our lives as a fragrant offering, a sacrifice 
acceptable to God. I really hope that we can. 
 
Blessings Rev’d Ian. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

St John’s Easter Lilies – This year’s Easter flowers that are arranged, have been given 
by Harry Bedborough’s family. But if you wish to remember your loved ones on the 
lily list and make a small donation, the list will be closed today, Sunday 13th April.  
 

The Bible Comes Alive - at 12 Murray Road on Monday, 14 April, at 10am.  John 12,1-

11 – Mary’s anointing of Jesus.  All welcome. 
 

Our Love, Sympathy and Prayers - for Richard and the family of Mo Brown, who died 
on the 1st April. Funeral details will follow later. 
 

All Saints Easter Flowers – We will be decorating church on Easter Saturday 19th April 
from 10am. Help would be most welcome. Donations towards the cost of flowers 
may be left with Rebekah in the office or please see Celia, Heather or Jen. Thank you. 
 

Easter Eggs – Saturday 19th April, on behalf of Churches Together, we will be giving 
out Easter Eggs and leaflets for our Easter services at the shops outside Birds from 
10am. Please consider volunteering to help us. Speak to Karen Cowgill or Peter. (One 
of us will be making a guest appearance as the Easter Bunny!)  
 

St Andrew’s – There will be a Holy Communion service on Easter Sunday, 11am at St 
Andrew’s. There will not be a service on 27th April.  
 

Derbyshire Community Male Voice Choir – Saturday 26th April, 7.30pm at All Saints 
Church. Tickets £10 (including refreshments) can be purchased from All Saints church 
office or from Janice (All Saints Warden) from 12th April.  
 

Save the Date - Sunday 4th May Special service and bring & share lunch at St John's to 
consider the way forward for our worship and outreach at St John's based on the 
Everyday Faith agenda outlined in Peter's article in the March issue of our Threefold 
magazine. It is important that as many as possible of our St John's community join in 
on 4th May so, please get this date in your diary. 
 

All Saints Sidespersons Rota – Is available at the back of church for completion please. 
 

Readings for Holy Week from John’s Gospel to follow on from Palm Sunday - Holy 
Week is a time when we can walk with Jesus at the same pace as the events that took 
place. This year we are encouraged to use John’s Gospel and the first letter of Peter. 
As you read, try and picture yourself there as a disciple, or a member of the crowd. 
Some of the readings are short some are longer e.g. Maundy Thursday to Holy Saturday 
maybe break up the readings, so you read them at different times of the day. Peter  
 

Monday – John 12: 20 – 36, Tuesday – John 12: 37 – 41, Wednesday – John 12: 42 – 
50, Maundy Thursday John 13 – 17, Good Friday – John 18, 19: 1 – 42, Holy Saturday 
– (1 Peter 1,2), Easter Sunday - John 20 

Notices 


