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Sunday 1t March 2026

Services In Our Churches This Sunday

- Holy Communion at All Saints, 10am. Dawn Perry will be speaking.
- Morning Praise at St John’s, 10am. Paul Pritchard will be speaking.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Collect This Sunday’s Reading

Almighty God, Rom4:1-5,13-17,John3:1-17
by the prayer and discipline of Lent

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s Next Sunday’s Reading

sufferings, and by following in his Way Rom 5:1to 11, John 4: 5 to 42
come to share in his glory;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Midweek Services and Groups

Mondays: St John’s Internet Café 10am — 12pm in St John’s Link
Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am — 12pm in the Centre.

Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am — 12pm in the Link.

The Chosen: Lent Course — A six-week journey through Scripture, with scenes from
‘The Chosen’ drama series. All Saints Church Centre Wednesdays 25%" February — 15t
April at 2.30 — 4pm, Mickleover Methodist Wednesdays 25" February — 1t April at
7pm — 8.30pm and St John’s Thursdays 26" February — 2" April at 10.30am — 12pm.




The Transfiguration of Our Lord. Matt 17:1-9

When the Son of God came into this world as a Man, he set his glory aside and put
on humility (Phil. 2). This means that, to see Jesus, the incarnate God, in his day to
day existence was to see an ordinary human being. Jesus looked no different than
other men. He had to become like us in every way, which means He had to look
ordinary, the way we are and look.

But for one brief moment, Jesus takes his disciples—Peter, James, and John on their
own up a mountain. There, he is transfigured before them. That means his form
literally changes before their very eyes, (the Greek word for Transfiguration is
“metamorphosis.”) His face begins to shine like the sun. Light radiates right through
his clothing. The divine nature in all of its glory shines through the human nature.
Moses and Elijah appear. They talk with Jesus. Moses represents the Law, Elijah the
prophets. It’s a sign that all the Law and the Prophets are about Jesus and are
fulfilled in Jesus. He is the centre of the Scriptures. A bright cloud descends. The
Father’s voice is heard “This is my Son, my Chosen One; Listen to him.” | believe one
of the most important phrases in the whole of the bible. The disciples fall on their
faces terrified. Jesus touches them. They look up. And all of it is gone in a moment.
And they see only Jesus. All is quiet all is back to how it was before.

At his Transfiguration, we see Jesus for who he really is, the Son of God in human
flesh. And that is really what Epiphany is all about. Christmas is the season where
God gives us the heavenly gift, which is Jesus. Epiphany is the season where we see
the gift unwrapped. At Epiphany, Jesus is revealed for who he really is: the Son of
God. God from God, Light from Light, very God of very God, begotten not made. For
one brief moment, we see it, we see all the prophecies of the bible fulfilled and
pointing to Jesus.

Ultimately, the Transfiguration of our Lord can be a great comfort for us all. When
we see Jesus shining on the mountaintop, we’re getting a glimpse into the life that
awaits every Christian. We’re getting a sneak preview of the resurrection when we
too will be glorified like Jesus, with immortal, incorruptible bodies, free of sin and
free of death. Christ by his crucifixion has taken our sin and death so that we might
live forever with him. The Transfiguration is a picture of the life of the world to come.
Jesus gives us that picture now so that we can all have hope. Also, when we struggle
under the burdens and sufferings of this present life, we can be comforted with the
promise of life and resurrection. So, the Transfiguration is a living preview of what
awaits us as Christians. Jesus shines on the mountain; and at our resurrection from
the dead, we will be glorified with him.



The transfiguration is a preview of the future, our future when the Son of Man will
come in glory to consummate his kingdom. But this future kingdom can only come
through Christs death and resurrection, which is why Jesus warns the three disciples
to “tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead” (Matt. 17:9).
That’s a very heavy burden for those three disciples to carry. They must have found
it very difficult not to tell the rest of the group.

In many ways this is one of the most important supernatural stories that can be
found in the New Testament. We have Jesus transfigured, shining brightly, giving us
a small glimpse of his heavenly glory. We have the appearance of two Old Testament
saints. We have God the Father speaking out of a cloud. And yet at the same time,
this story is surprisingly very relevant to us. We can see here what happens when
flawed humans are invited to experience the glory of God. God wants to use us, no
matter how unworthy or ill-equipped we may feel. We are all invited. And the
bottom line | suppose is this, when we are down and confused about everything that
is happening in the world today, the only thing that is left open to us is to ‘listen to
Jesus’. Yes, by all means read the bible, pray constantly, but most importantly we
need to listen to the master.

A Prayer to help us listen to Jesus.

Heavenly Father, we come to you seeking a listening heart. Please silence the noise
of this world and the distractions in our minds that drown out your voice. Help us to
be still and to recognise your presence, trusting that you are speaking to us. Give us
the grace to discern your gentle voice and the courage to obey it. Our desire is
always to follow you, to grow in your truth, and to be guided by your wisdom. Open
our ears and our hearts to your word, we ask this in Jesus Christ’s name. Amen.

Blessings to you all as we walk together into Lent. Rev lan.

Notices

Board Games Afternoon — St John’s, Sunday 1t March starting at 2pm in the hall.
£2.50 on the door. Games for all ages and abilities.

World Day of Prayer Service — Friday 6" March at Derby Cathedral, 11am. Followed
by light lunch.

Cambrian Harp Ensemble — Experience the whispers of strings that stir the soul. St
John’s, Saturday 7t March at 2pm. Tickets £10 on the door in aid of church funds
and food bank.




All Saints PCC Meeting — Monday 9™ March at 7pm in Church.

Candlelit Music Night with Ryan Joseph — St Andrew’s, Friday 13t March and 7pm.
Contact Rachael to buy tickets 07815848214.

Craft & Tabletop Sale — Saturday 215t March, 10am — 1pm at St John’s. Free entry
with over 20 different stalls including a wide range from crafts, books and jigsaws.
Refreshments available throughout.

Derventio Choir — ‘Singing Folk’ Melodies and folk songs from the British Isles. All
Saints Church, Friday 27® March at 7.30pm. £10 at the door, includes light
refreshments. Raising funds for ‘Rebuild’ supporting survivors of modern slavery.

Mickleover Singers — ‘The Rhythm of Life’, popular and uplifting tunes to celebrate
Spring. St John’s, Saturday 28" March at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 on the door, light
refreshments included.

CTM Prayer Walk — Will not be meeting in March. Instead, why not attend one of
the Lent Courses provided by the Churches Together in Mickleover. Details on the
front page. Our next meeting Prayer Walk will be on Thursday 9t April at 10.15am.

Stamping Out Cancer - Why bother to collect Used Stamps? On average once every
75 seconds someone is diagnosed with Cancer in the UK. Over 3750 young people
are diagnosed each year of which around 2000 of them are less than 10 years old.
Research into Cancer Treatment is advancing but more needs to be done. Every
stamp you save goes to help find a cure. There is a box at the back of All Saints and
an envelope on the porch noticeboard at St John’s for your used stamps.

Save the Date - The Our Mickleover summer fete will be on the weekend of June
27t + 28t on Vicarage Park. The Mickleover churches will be holding a stall, so we
will need people to help put up the gazebo, staff the stall and then dismantle and
pack away. More details will follow, but please put the date in your diary - the more
people that can help the easier the job will be. Thanks. Mike Shooter

Wine and Wisdom Quiz (14" Feb) — many thanks to all who came and especially to
the team who assisted with the event. We are pleased to report that the Raffle raised
£103 for Food 4 Thought and that a surplus of just over £200 has been allocated to
Church Funds. We hope you enjoyed the evening. Richard and Joy

All Saints Churchyard — If you still have Christmas wreaths and items on your family
graves in the churchyard, can you please remove them by 15" March. Thank you.




