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Sunday 22" February 2026

Services In Our Churches This Sunday
- Morning Worship at All Saints, 10am. Peter Walley will be speaking.

- Holy Communion at St John’s, 10am. Ingrid Munro will be speaking.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Collect This Sunday’s Reading

Heavenly Father, your Son battled Romans 5: 12 — 19, Matthew 4: 1 - 11
with the powers of darkness,

and grew closer to you in the desert: Next Sunday’s Reading

help us to use these days to grow in 1 Cor 11: 23-26, John 13: 1-17, 31-35

wisdom and prayer that we may witness
to your saving love
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Midweek Services and Groups

Mondays: St John’s Internet Café 10am — 12pm in St John’s Link
Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am — 12pm in the Centre.

Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am — 12pm in the Link.

The Chosen: Lent Course — A six-week journey through Scripture, with scenes from
‘The Chosen’ drama series. All Saints Church Centre Wednesdays 25%" February — 15t
April at 2.30 — 4pm, Mickleover Methodist Wednesdays 25" February — 1t April at
7pm — 8.30pm and St John’s Thursdays 26" February — 2" April at 10.30am — 12pm.




Talk by John Foxon

Many preachers focusing on Matthew 4 1-11 begin by asking “Have you ever been
tempted? Whereas the important question should probably be “When have you not
been tempted?” Temptation comes our way everyday. Often temptation is trivialised
such as chocolate, cream cakes and perhaps seen as a joke. However, perhaps the
temptation we should fear the most is the temptation to put “Me” at the centre of
the universe and, in doing so disengage from our Creator God. This temptation
started at the beginning of the human race as symbolised in the story of Adam, Eve,
the serpent and the apple. By putting their wants and desires first Adam and Eve
placed a barrier between themselves and God and were banished from Paradise.

God sent his son to heal that estrangement and to end that banishment. To do so
Jesus was to be the perfect sacrifice that paid for the sins of humankind to be
cleansed from our record. To do so a wrong needed to be righted. Adam and Eve
succumbed to temptation of their own free will; Jesus rights that wrong by resisting
temptation of his own free will.

In the wilderness Jesus is faced with three temptations. First, Jesus was tempted to
turn stones into bread. Second, he was tempted to throw himself off the pinnacle
of the temple into the hands of angels. And finally, he was tempted to fall down and
worship the devil.

When Satan first tempts Jesus, Jesus had been fasting in the wilderness a long time-
Forty days and Forty nights. He must have been very hungry. Satan tells Jesus to turn
the stones into bread. Not only would this address Jesus’ hunger but it would also
give him the gratification that he had the power to do it. Jesus resists by saying “Man
does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”
Jesus chooses not to pursue personal gratification but chooses instead to make the
pursuit of God his top priority. He knows his mission, he knows who he is, and
chooses to trust in God completely. Can we resist temptation to do things for self-
gratification and instead trust in God completely and seek to do his will.

Having resisted personal gratification the next temptation put in his way is to be
taken to the highest point of the temple where Satan assures him that if he throws
himself off the angels will prevent him from crashing to the ground. He even quotes
scripture in support. Jesus resists the temptation, the temptation of using the
sensational to attract support. He responds to Satan’s false use of scripture by using
scripture himself: Deuteronomy 6:16: “Do not put the Lord your God to the test”.
Do we always resist the urge to be seen as wonderful or sensational or are we
prepared to accept a servant role.

Thirdly, the devil takes Jesus to a mountain and tempts him with worldly power,
verse 8: “Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the



kingdoms of the world and their splendour. “All this | will give you, he said, if you will
bow down and worship me.”

Without naming any names we can look around us at the world today and we see
so many leaders who have given in to this temptation. It’s easy to point the finger at
them but are we mindful of our own petty pursuits for power and how we are
prepared to push people aside so we can have control. Jesus, however, of his own
free will, chooses to resist because he knows that these kingdoms are not in the
devil’s gift anyway. All authority in heaven and on earth are God’s. He is the King of
kings and Lord of lords.

Underlying these three temptations is a fourth which targets self-betrayal and self-
doubt. The devil challenges Jesus: “If you are the son of God...”. Following Jesus
baptism Matthew had told us in Ch 3 vs 17 “And a voice from heaven said, “This is
my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.” The devil is tempting Jesus to
doubt this and prove himself by turning stones into bread and by throwing himself
off the pinnacle into the hands of angels. It’s the temptation to doubt that God is
well pleased with him and seek approval and recognition from another by falling
down and worshipping Satan, the deceiver. How often have we been tempted and
tried to prove ourselves? Have there been times when we have done or wanted to
do something to remind and assure ourselves that we are beloved? And how often
do we betray ourselves trying to seek another’s approval or recognition? How often
do we forget that we are beloved of God. How often do we choose to act as God
rather than trust in God.

Jesus stands with us in our temptations. God is God and we are human but here
Jesus was both. He truly knows what it is to face temptation and he has shown us
that it is possible to resist temptation if we accept the word of God, we are accept
Jesus as the Son of God and through him have a relationship with God the Father.

As we move forward through the season of Lent, we should recognise the physical
and spiritual cost to Jesus. It is good for us to resolve ourselves afresh to absorb the
word of God more and to seek a new intimacy with the Father so we can be stronger
in our resistance to temptation. We need to accept that we too are beloved of God.
In the end, it is only in the strength of the Spirit and through the cross of Christ that
the victory over sin and death is won. Even so we have our part to play in the
skirmishes and the battles and we pray today for strength to resist. Let us give thanks
to God for what Jesus was prepared to endure so that we could be free. The devil
has his victories where temptation and opportunity collide. Let us pray that the two
can be kept apart.

John Foxon

Notices



Our Love Prayers and Sympathy — to Molly Heap following the death of Michael
Heap. The funeral will be on 23" February at Markeaton Crematorium at 1.30pm.

Midweek Matinee: Oklahoma — All Saints Church, Wednesday 25" February at 2pm.
Adults £5, children £2 (theatre snacks included.) Change from usual venue.

Board Games Afternoon — St John's, Sunday 15t March at 2pm in the hall.

World Day of Prayer Service — Friday 6" March at Derby Cathedral, 11am. Followed
by light lunch.

Cambrian Harp Ensemble — Experience the whispers of strings that stir the soul. St
John’s, Saturday 7t March at 2pm. Tickets £10 on the door in aid of church funds
and food bank.

Candlelit Music Night with Ryan Joseph — St Andrew’s, Friday 13t March and 7pm.
Contact Rachael to buy tickets 07815848214.

Derventio Choir — ‘Singing Folk’ Melodies and folk songs from the British Isles. All
Saints Church, Friday 27% March at 7.30pm. £10 at the door, includes light
refreshments. Raising funds for ‘Rebuild’ supporting survivors of modern slavery.

Mickleover Singers — ‘The Rhythm of Life’, popular and uplifting tunes to celebrate
Spring. St John’s, Saturday 28" March at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 on the door, light
refreshments included.

CTM Prayer Walk — Will not be meeting in March. Instead, why not attend one of
the Lent Courses provided by the Churches Together in Mickleover. Details on the
front page. Our next meeting Prayer Walk will be on Thursday 9t April at 10.15am.

Stamping Out Cancer - Why bother to collect Used Stamps? On average once every
75 seconds someone is diagnosed with Cancer in the UK. Over 3750 young people
are diagnosed each year of which around 2000 of them are less than 10 years old.
Research into Cancer Treatment is advancing but more needs to be done. Every
stamp you save goes to help find a cure. There is a box at the back of All Saints and
an envelope on the porch noticeboard at St John’s for your used stamps.

Save the Date - The Our Mickleover summer fete will be on the weekend of June
27t + 28t on Vicarage Park. The Mickleover churches will be holding a stall, so we
will need people to help put up the gazebo, staff the stall and then dismantle and
pack away. More details will follow, but please put the date in your diary - the more
people that can help the easier the job will be. Thanks. Mike Shooter

Wine and Wisdom Quiz (14" Feb) — many thanks to all who came and especially to
the team who assisted with the event. We are pleased to report that the Raffle raised
£103 for Food 4 Thought and that a surplus of just over £200 has been allocated to
Church Funds. We hope you enjoyed the evening. Richard and Joy




