
 
 
 

Services In Our Churches This Sunday 

- Breakfast Church at All Saints, 8am. 
- Holy Communion at All Saints, 10am. John Foxon will be speaking.  
- Morning Praise with JACK at St John’s, 10am. Karen Cowgill will be speaking. 
 

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/ 
 

Collect  This Sunday’s Reading  
God of love, passionate and strong,  Col 3: 12 to 17, John 19: 25 to 27 
tender and careful:   
watch over us and hold us  Next Sunday’s Reading 
all the days of our life;  Rom 8: 6 – 11, John 11: 1 - 45 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 

 
The Chosen: Lent Course – A six-week journey through Scripture, with scenes from 
‘The Chosen’ drama series. All Saints Church Centre Wednesdays 25th February – 1st 
April at 2.30 – 4pm, Mickleover Methodist Wednesdays 25th February – 1st April at 
7pm – 8.30pm and St John’s Thursdays 26th February – 2nd April at 10.30am – 12pm. 
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Midweek Services and Groups 
Mondays: St John’s Internet Café 10am – 12pm in St John’s Link 
Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at The Vicarage 
Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints.  
Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am – 12pm in the Centre. 
Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am – 12pm in the Link. 

Sunday 15th March 2026 – Mothering Sunday 



 
 

In the middle of the day, Jesus arrives at Jacob’s well at Sychar, (current day 
Shechem), he sends the disciples oƯ to the town to buy food and he waits for 
their return. A Samaritan woman approaches the well to draw water. Jesus says 
to her ‘Will you give me a drink?’  
 

An understandable enough request in the heat of the day but a very loaded 
question at that time. She recognized him to be Jewish (i.e. not from those parts) 
and said ‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 
drink?’ John then adds for his readers benefit ‘Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans’. Again Jesus breaks all cultural norms and starts conversations with 
people whom religious Jews would go out of their way to avoid. 
 

He wants to engage her and his response is to say – ‘If you knew the gift of God 
and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would 
have given you living water’. Jesus oƯers the woman living water. Of course she 
thinks he means water from the well. Jesus is referring to the new life that he is 
oƯering, not just to those of his own race - it is to anyone: as this conversation 
shows, anyone at all, no matter what their gender, their geography, their racial or 
moral state. Jesus doesn’t immediately condemn for being sinners or criticize 
people who are diƯerent, he calls faith out of them. This is what makes Jesus 
unique in my opinion amongst spiritual leaders of any age.  
 

What this does for her is it piques her interest for then Jesus goes to the heart of 
the issue in her life, for she had been through one emotional upheaval after 
another with enough husbands coming and going to keep all the gossips in the 
village chattering for weeks. We don’t know the details – was she sinned against 
as much as she sinned herself? Did she find it hard to form long lasting 
relationships? She knew that her life was in a mess and she knew that he knew. 
 

And indeed, Jesus puts his finger on the issue - ‘the man you are with now is not 
your husband’. Her reaction to this is a classic example of what every priest / 
pastor / evangelist knows only too well. Put your finger on a sore spot and people 
will immediately start talking about something else. And the best subject for 
distracting attention from talking about the deep things of life is to talk, not 
about the weather but about diƯerences in religious practice. Now most of us 
grow up either thinking or being taught that the way we were brought up was the 
right one. She says: ‘I was brought up to think that this mountain, ‘Mount Gerizim’ 
(on which incidentally the small Samaritan community of about 500 souls still 
worships), is the right one, but you Jews think Mount Zion is the right one!’ The 
implication of course is that both views can’t be right, maybe nobody knows, 
maybe nothing is that certain, and maybe, how we were taught to live is equally 
uncertain.  
 

In fact, arguments about buildings and places are futile. King Solomon when he 
had built the Temple in around 1000 years BC declared that heaven itself wasn’t 

Talk by Peter based on Romans 5 1 to 11; John 4: 5 – 30, 39 - 42 



big enough for God let alone the building he had had built. Holy mountains, holy 
buildings cannot contain God. They are at best sign-posts to his presence. Jesus 
tells her, it isn’t about the place, faith in God is about attitude of the heart. He 
goes on to say – ‘God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in Spirit and in 
truth’.  
 

She then reveals that she knows the promise that when Messiah (called Christ) 
comes he will explain everything, and Jesus then declares: ‘I, the one speaking 
to you – I am he’ This is an amazing declaration. Jesus knows that in Jerusalem, 
he will be condemned to death for saying the same thing, but here, he not only 
reveals this truth to a Samaritan, he reveals it to a woman. Just then, the 
disciples returned with their provisions (we note the comment – they were 
surprised he was talking to a woman). The woman forgets her water jar and goes 
back to her village and immediately tells the villagers ‘Come and see a man who 
told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Messiah?’ 
 

What a witness. What a testimony! And again, breaking all cultural norms, Jesus 
accepts their entreaties to stay in their village for two days and many come to 
faith. ‘We no longer believe just because of what you told us, now we have heard 
him for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.’ 
What an amazing testimony from people who were outsiders. 
 

In our companion reading this week, Paul in his letter to the Romans, puts it this 
way – 6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died 
for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a 
good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
 

Jesus took your sin and my sin and the sin of the world upon himself and carried 
it for those 3 hours on the cross. It was agony for him, the righteous son of God 
to experience his Father turning his face away, but at the end, when Jesus gave 
up his Spirit, he exclaimed ‘It is finished!’ A cry of triumph not of defeat. 
 

I just want to end by saying this: John at the start of his Gospel says to us that Jesus 
was a man full of grace and truth – this conversation between the woman and Jesus 
in both the content and the manner in which it was conducted are a model for us. 
In our conversations with others who are diƯerent from us, let’s learn and apply 
these lessons in our own lives as we journey on together. Amen. 
 
 
 

All Saints Churchyard – If you sƟll have Christmas wreaths and items on your family 
graves in the churchyard, can you please remove them by 15th March. Thank you. 
 
 

NoƟces 



Harp Concert @ St Johns - Many thanks to all who aƩended the Harp Concert on 
Sat 7th March. £310 was raised which will be shared between Food 4 Thought and 
St John's Church Funds. 
 
Candlelit Music Night with Ryan Joseph – St Andrew’s, Friday 13th March at 7pm. 
Contact Rachael to buy tickets 07815848214. 
 
St Johns Craft and Table Top Sale Saturday 21st March (next Sat!) 10.00am to 
1.00pm - Donations of small cakes or tray bakes are welcome. St John's stalls are 
refreshments, small bakes, books and jigsaws. There is no Bric-a-brac stall this time. 
Do invite family and friends to visit - there's over 20 stalls to browse. Any assistance 
with setting up on Friday 20th from 3.30pm and with clearing away from 1pm on 
Saturday would be much appreciated. Joy and Richard 
 
Derventio Choir – ‘Singing Folk’ Melodies and folk songs from the British Isles. All 
Saints Church, Friday 27th March at 7.30pm. £10 at the door, includes light 
refreshments. Raising funds for ‘Rebuild’ supporting survivors of modern slavery.  
 
Mickleover Singers – ‘The Rhythm of Life’, popular and uplifting tunes to celebrate 
Spring. St John’s, Saturday 28th March at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 on the door, light 
refreshments included. 
 
St John’s Flower List – This year’s flower list and also lily list are now in the Link if 
you wish to add any names. 
 
Palm Sunday 29th March – Service at 10am is a joint benefice service at St Johns (no 
service at All Saints) 
 
Good Friday: 3rd April – The meditation service at St John’s has been moved to 3pm 
to avoid a clash with the Rest Stop Café. Please amend your diaries. 
 
Easter Saturday 4th April – All Saints flower team will be decorating the church 
from 10am. If you are available to help, you would be most welcome. Donations 
towards the cost of the flowers may be left with Rebekah in All Saints Centre 
Office. Many thanks in advance – Celia Cullen 
 
Save the Date - The Our Mickleover summer fete will be on the weekend of June 
27th + 28th on Vicarage Park. The Mickleover churches will be holding a stall, so we 
will need people to help put up the gazebo, staff the stall and then dismantle and 
pack away. More details will follow, but please put the date in your diary - the 
more people that can help the easier the job will be. Thanks. Mike Shooter 
 


