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Sunday 8" March 2026

Services In Our Churches This Sunday

- Morning Worship at All Saints, 10am. Peter Walley will be speaking.
- Holy Communion at St John’s, 10am. Paul Pritchard will be speaking.
- Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, 11am. Led by Peter Walley.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Collect This Sunday’s Reading

Eternal God, Romans 5:1to 11, John 4: 5 to 42
give us insight to discern your will for us,

to give up what harms us, and to Next Sunday’s Reading

seek the perfection we are promised Col3:12to 17, John 19: 25 to 27

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Midweek Services and Groups

Mondays: St John’s Internet Café 10am — 12pm in St John’s Link
Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am — 12pm in the Centre.

Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am — 12pm in the Link.

The Chosen: Lent Course — A six-week journey through Scripture, with scenes from
‘The Chosen’ drama series. All Saints Church Centre Wednesdays 25" February — 1%t
April at 2.30 — 4pm, Mickleover Methodist Wednesdays 25" February — 15t April at
7pm — 8.30pm and St John’s Thursdays 26" February — 2" April at 10.30am — 12pm.




Romans 4: 1-5,13-17, John 3: 1-17

Our reading this week are both leading us to a very personal question — are we a
righteous person, are we ‘right with God’?

Not on the outside, in ways that people that anyone can see, but in our heart of
hearts, deep down.

We can only answer this personally and it might take a challenge for some of us to
really face up to this. But before we can answer this question, we need to fully
understand what it means to be ‘Right with God’. What makes that happen?

Our readings gave us answers both to what it means to be ‘Right with God’ and what
it means not to be. In our readings from Romans we see Abraham given as our
example. Many parts to his story but initially we meet him as a Jewish man, who
followed the law, he was circumcised and he lived as he was meant to do according
to the law of his Jewish faith.

To all intents and purposes, on the outside, this would make him a ‘righteous’ man,
it would make him ‘Right with God’, but Paul is telling us that this was not the case
and that all Abraham actually needed to do was to trust in God, to believe in God.
Not superficially, just reading words because you always have done, or saying the
words you see in front of you because everyone around you is doing that — that’s just
following the law without really thinking about it, it is not a deep belief.

Well Abraham did lots of things, God gave him a promise but Abraham’s trust
wavered slightly and he tried his own method which all went a little bit wrong... Then
he came back to God, and actually he showed how his trust had deepened to a deep
belief. He had absolute trust in God that day that he took his only Son up onto a
mountain. At one point God asks he to kill his son. How could God have even
considered putting Abraham in this position.

But look again, isn’t that exactly what God did, for us. And all he is asking in return,
is that we believe, and we trust, fully, deeply, to the depth that Abraham did, to the
depth that the disciples did. That we own what God has done for us in our heart of
hearts.

All of us, in our church family are at different points in our journey of faith, not related
to how long we have been Christian, not related to our age but related in how we
engage with our faith. We should be exploring, asking questions, because this is how
we grow, how we deepen our faith, how we learn to trust. So, what questions do
you have in your heart of hearts, deep down, what questions do you have there?
This is a deep thing, not something we can share or answer in 5 minutes, because its
personal, isn’t it?



Yet, we see Nicodemus doing exactly that with Jesus. Now Nicodemus is one of the
Jewish Council, an upstanding and important man in his community. Surely he is a
righteous man? He has seen Jesus, heard and seen the things he has been doing and
although he would know the opinion of the rest of the council, he has a position, a
family. He would also know what it would be to stand against the council at this
point. But he is asking questions, wanting explanations, “What does this mean, how
can that happen?”

“How can we be born after growing old?”

We say Abraham do this, be born again into that spiritual trust with God, we know
that he gained a deeper, stronger faith as an older man than the younger man had.
But we also see this growth in Nicodemus and of course, in the disciples. We are in
Lent, looking towards the events of Easter, and it is on the witness and the described
events of that period that we see the depth of faith in the disciples. Many of them
died awful, dreadful deaths for their faith. They could not have done that for
something that was only superficially believed.

Where are we in our own journey of faith? Are we, just ticking the box, turning up,
reciting the words, or are we going to take this further? Do we know how to take this
further? Jesus said that we need to born of both water and of the spirit. Now we
could easily assume that means, we are baptised in water and our confirmation is in
the spirit but Jesus explains that to be born of water, is our birth, the birth of flesh
that is just that — flesh. To believe, with trust, fully in God, is to be born of the spirit.

Go back to the joy and euphoria of the Pentecost event when the Holy Spirit came
down on the disciples. This was a massive thing, it brought thousands of people to
faith. The utter power of the spirit in the moment, can we really imagine such a thing.
Well, we don’t have to, do we, because if we are ‘Right, with God’, if our trust, our
belief in Jesus, his life on Earth, his death for us, his resurrection, all that he did for
us, if we fully, truly, deeply believe this, then we are born of the spirit and God, Jesus
and the Holy Spirit will be active in us, in our lives. Through this faith, we can bring
others into our faith and then we too, like Abraham, like Nicodemus and like the
disciples will be living examples of his word — IF, we are ‘Right with God’.

Only you know where you are on your journey. Only you know what you truly believe
in your heart of hearts but here we are in Lent and what a perfect time to look deep...
You can be asking questions, there are Lent course running, chances to meet
together to question and explore as Nicodemus did. We have our Church family all
around us, we can help and support each other to develop this deeper faith to fully,
deeply, trust and believe in all that God can be for us.

So this week, whatever is happening in your life, your worries, the stress you carry,



he joys you share, examine your heart and give it to God, because wherever you are,
God walks ahead of you, He walks behind you and all around you, today, tomorrow
and always. You are never alone and you can trust in that.

Dawn Perry

Notices

Church Office’s — will be closed next week, 9t — 13t March. If you need to speak to
someone urgently, please contact a member of clergy.

Cambrian Harp Ensemble — Experience the whispers of strings that stir the soul. St
John’s, Saturday 7" March at 2pm. Tickets £10 on the door in aid of church funds
and food bank.

Candlelit Music Night with Ryan Joseph — St Andrew’s, Friday 13™ March and 7pm.
Contact Rachael to buy tickets 07815848214.

Craft & Tabletop Sale — Saturday 215t March, 10am — 1pm at St John’s. Free entry
with over 20 different stalls including a wide range from crafts, books and jigsaws.
Refreshments available throughout.

Derventio Choir — ‘Singing Folk’ Melodies and folk songs from the British Isles. All
Saints Church, Friday 27t March at 7.30pm. £10 at the door, includes light
refreshments. Raising funds for ‘Rebuild’ supporting survivors of modern slavery.

Mickleover Singers — ‘The Rhythm of Life’, popular and uplifting tunes to celebrate
Spring. St John’s, Saturday 28" March at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 on the door, light
refreshments included.

Save the Date - The Our Mickleover summer fete will be on the weekend of June
27t + 28t on Vicarage Park. The Mickleover churches will be holding a stall, so we
will need people to help put up the gazebo, staff the stall and then dismantle and
pack away. More details will follow, but please put the date in your diary - the more
people that can help the easier the job will be. Thanks. Mike Shooter

All Saints Churchyard — If you still have Christmas wreaths and items on your family
graves in the churchyard, can you please remove them by 15t March. Thank you.

St John’s Flower List — This year’s flower list and also lily list are now in the Link if you
wish to add any names.

All Saints Stitchers — will be selling their Easter cards and chocolate novelties during
the All Saints Café on Wednesday 11t March from 10am — 12pm. Come and see what
we’ve got!




