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Sunday 12t April 2026

Services In Our Churches This Sunday

- No Breakfast Church this Sunday at All Saints.
- Morning Worship at All Saints, 10am. Mary Staunton will be speaking.
- Holy Communion at St John’s, 10am. Paul Pritchard will be speaking.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Collect This Sunday’s Reading
Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, Acts 2: 143, 22 - 32

no entrance barred: John 20: 19 - end

open the doors of our hearts,

that we may seek the good of others Next Sunday’s Reading
and walk in the joyful road of sacrifice Acts 2. 14a, 36 to 41
and peace, to the praise Luke 24: 13 to 35

of God the Father. Amen.

Midweek Services and Groups

Mondays: St John’s Internet Cafeé —

Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at the Vicarage

Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints.
Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am — 12pm in the Centre.
Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am — 12pm in the Link.



Readings Acts10 34 to 43 John20 1 to 18

Alleluia Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
A message of hope then and a message of hope today.

These past few years we have witnessed on our television screens many times,
women weeping in places across the world. Weeping the tragedy of a death, whether
through warfare or forced separation it is a scene that we are all too familiar with.

John tells us that having seen Jesus die on the cross Mary Magdelene comes, so she
thinks, to offer one last gift of love, to the man who changed her life. She has been
weeping, but she knows that there are things still left to be done. These were the
important rituals of anointing and there had not been time enough to complete them
because the Sabbath had intervened. She enters into the garden and moves towards
the tomb. But when she arrives, she cannot believe her eyes. The tomb is already
open and empty! So for her, seeing the empty tomb must have seemed like another
twist of the knife. Someone’s taken him away. Was it the gardener: or a labourer, or
even a cruel trick by the soldiers, or Herod’s servant. But who?

There then begins a period of hectic activity, more running takes place in these few
verses than in all the rest of the gospels! Mary goes and gets Peter and John. They
run to the tomb. John stops outside, Peter rushes past and goes in no doubt
exclaiming ‘what’s going on?’ but then John goes in himself. Both of them see
something that puzzles them. The linen cloth that had been carefully wrapped
around his body was lying there, like a deflated balloon, and the cloth that had been
used to wrap around the head of Jesus was lying by itself removed from the rest.

Both of them saw the same evidence but only one at that moment realised what had
happened. Hope rises in John... but Mary remains there, weeping.

There comes a moment in any bereavement, when we can restrain ourselves no
longer and our tears flow. For Mary, the final breaking point is that even the body
has vanished. Bitter despair, loss, hopelessness, and utter confusion overwhelm her.
But the story thankfully, does not end there.

Someone is standing behind her, he questions her: Thinking he was the gardener, she
said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and | will get
him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

Mary in one way is exactly right. Jesus is the second Adam. The first Adam was a
gardener, given the responsibility of looking after God’s perfect creation. The second
Adam stands before her, and names his new creation. “Mary!”



She shouts ‘Raboni’ or ‘Teacher’ and flings herself at him, but he will not let her hold
on to him. For Jesus, there are still things to do. There is not a moment to lose.
‘Go Mary... tell your brothers’

At that instant, Mary Magdalene becomes the first Apostle. If you had thought that
Peter held that title, well, scripture most firmly shows us that Mary was the first
person, after the resurrection that Jesus sent to be a witness of the resurrection for
the word Apostle means ‘one who is sent” — no more, no less. And so she goes,
running through the empty early morning streets of Jerusalem and she bursts in
through the door and shouts: / have seen the Lord!’

As David Runcorn put it in his book ‘Rumours of Life’, the news of the resurrection
broke upon the world as a rumour spread by the women. Anyone wanting to claim
that these stories were made up by later Christians has to explain the scandal of this
central detail. In the culture of those days, no-one inventing a resurrection story
would start like this. But Mary witnessed to an event everyone thought was
impossible. The physical raising of Jesus from the dead was the most outstanding
miracle of all time.

The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is central to our faith. Without it, we might
just as well pack up and go home.

In a world which is often short of good news, at Easter (and every Sunday) we
celebrate the fact that God not only has entered into our world and shared our
sufferings, but he has also provided the means by which we can enter an eternal
relationship with him.

Jesus went to the cross voluntarily. Maundy Thursday’s readings show us that he
struggled in the Garden of Gethsemane when he understood that for a time, when
he was carrying the sins of the world on the cross, he would of necessity be cut-off
from his Father’s love, as the cup that he had to drink was the wrath of God against
all the sin and evil in the world. He wouldn’t be human if he didn’t recoil in horror
from what he had to face.

But he went to the cross because of love. God didn’t hate the world so much that he
sent his Son into the world to save us from our sins —it is that God so loved the world
that he sent his Son to save us. And it is this clear message that we need to get out
there. So, today, we can raise our voices and shout together with Mary and with
Christians everywhere: Alleluia Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Happy Easter everyone! Peter



Notices

A Big Thank You! — to everyone who helped to decorate All Saints for Easter. It was
lovely to see so many people. Thank you! Celia Cullen

Recycle Your Easter Cards — Don’t throw away your Easter cards this year! The All
Saints Stitchers would like to recycle them and use them for their crafts. Please bring
your cards to the All Saints office or put them through the letter box if the office is
closed. Thank you.

Quiz Night with Pie n’ Peas — Saturday 25" April at 6pm at All Saints Centre. Get a
team together (teams of 4) and test your knowledge at All Saints’ quiz night! £5 per
person. Pie meals will be served, choose your pie in advance. To book your place,
please contact the office at admin@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk or 01332 510446.

Midweek Matinee — Wednesday 29t April at 2pm in the All Saints Centre. Join us
this month for the 2019 live action version of Aladdin! Adults £5 and children £2,
theatre snacks included.

The New Opera Company - are back with more engaging operatic fun. Our
forthcoming concert features 2 well-loved works: Smetana’s ‘The Bartered Bride’ a
tale of intrigue and misunderstanding and ‘Lilac Time’ based on the lovely music of
Franz Schubert. So, we hope to see you all on SATURDAY 9t MAY at 2.30pm [note
the time] at All Saints. Tickets can be booked in advance via: 01332 557096 or 01332
882637 or email: jannice@read55.plus.com or at the door. Stephen Johns

Revision of the St John’s Electoral Roll - is taking place. If you are not already a
member and you would like to join, are over 16 or you will be 16 during the next
year, please complete an application form to be found at the back of the Church and
hand it to a member of the Clergy, a Church Warden or Andrew Templer (Tel: 01332
515293 or andrew@templerfamily.co.uk). Please complete, at the same time, a
Church GDPR Consent form giving us expressed permission as to how we can use
your contact data.

All Saints Electoral Roll - If you are not already and would like to be included on the
electoral roll, please complete a form from the back of church and return it to the
office, Clergy, Wardens or James Bowles. If you are already on the Electoral Roll, you
do not need to take any action, unless you have moved address in the past year.

All Saints Garden of Remembrance Hedges — We have replaced 3 of the 4 dead and
dying box hedges surrounding the Garden of Remembrance with Japanese holly. We
currently have half the money that we need to pay the full cost, £240. If you would
like to make a donation towards the rest, please contact the office or leave a labelled
envelope in the plate.




