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Services In Our Churches This Sunday
- Holy Communion at All Saints, 10am. lan Godlington will be speaking.

- Morning Praise with JACK and Baptism at St John’s, 10am. Karen Cowgill will
be speaking. Welcome to Kit and his family and friends.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Collect This Sunday’s Reading

Risen Christ, you filled your Acts 2. 14a, 36 to 41, Luke 24: 13 to 35
disciples with boldness and fresh hope:

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life

and fill us with your peace, Next Sunday’s Reading

to the glory of God the Father. Amen. Acts 2: 42 to end, John 10: 1 to 10

Midweek Services and Groups

Mondays: St John’s Internet Café — 10am — 12pm in St John’s Link
Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at the Vicarage

Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am — 12pm in the Centre.

Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am — 12pm in the Link.

New CTiM Bible Study — Meeting on the 2" and 4" Thursdays of the month. Starting
23" April from 10.30am — 12.00pm in the St John’s Link. For more information,
contact Judi Witcomb 07531495891.




‘From doubt to faith to life’ John 20:19-31

Do you remember last week | said it’s a natural human tendency for people to doubt! Well,
this week’s gospel is a technicolour example of this and as so often, Thomas is criticised
for his attitude. | feel he is unfairly treated as he is just exhibiting a very human reaction.
Have you ever felt doubt or been suspicious? Sadly, today in a global culture of scams it
certainly has its place as a very useful characteristic! But putting that awfully destructive
curse aside, if we observe honestly the world in which we live.

There are so many causes of anxiety which are having such a detrimental effect on
everyone. Some become so depressed they aren’t sure they can carry on. | think this is
how the disciples must’ve have felt in our gospel reading. They were working hard to
accept the reality that Jesus was dead and all their hopes for their future were lost with
Him. Was Jesus wrong? Had He lied to them? Was He just another false prophet? Have you
ever thought like that? Have you ever had doubts about the reality of your faith?

The truth is that faith and spiritual growth, are lifelong processes. For most of us, doubt is
an essential part. A study from ‘The Notre Dame Institute’ suggests that doubt can actually
lead to a stronger faith; “Individuals who experienced doubt about their religious beliefs
often moved towards greater spiritual growth as they worked through it” And in a different
study a similar conclusion was found; “college students showed significant increase in their
faith during the period when they addressed their doubts head on." (Link Journals Archive)
This just says that moving from doubt to faith can be a very powerful and effective process
in the life of a believer and we shouldn’t shy away from confronting it.

In our gospel we get a front row seat as the earliest disciples are challenged. It’s a powerful
passage which is as applicable to us today as it was 2000 years ago. Let’s take a deeper
look.

In the confusion after Jesus’ death the disciples find themselves together in a locked room.
They’re scared, they don’t know what to do. Then Jesus arrives, into an atmosphere of
total disabling fear, and blesses them with peace.

Did you know that the bible contains 365 “do not fear” commands in one form or another.
One of my favorites comes from Isaiah 41:10 Don’t be afraid, for | am with you. Don’t be
discouraged, for | am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with
my victorious right hand. 1t's almost as if God knew we would need to hear His loving
reassurance every day of the year. We need it just as much now as the believers did all
those years ago.

He offered Peace to quell their fear.

Assurance to answer their doubts.

And encouragement to address their discouragement.

They couldn’t see their future, nor did He give them all the answers to their questions, He
just encouraged them to trust Him, as He does you and me today.



The writer of Hebrews famously said, “Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is
the evidence of things we cannot see” and Paul said: “For we live by believing and not by
seeing”. Now that’s the problem- we humans want proof and certainty about everything.
Now Thomas couldn’t believe Jesus had really risen. When he’s told He is back, he says,
“Unless | can see Him for myself, | will not believe.”. How would you or | respond in that
situation? As | mentioned earlier, doubt is a very normal part of faith for most people. Paul
Tillich says, “Doubt is not the opposite of faith; it is one element of it.” Then Jesus lovingly
showed Thomas his hands and side. Jesus had a personal response for Thomas. He was
gentle and kind with him in the midst of his doubt and skepticism.

But, for the rest of us, we are left with this very specific and amazing encouragement...
“..blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” When we step out in
faith, we see Jesus working. He might not show up in the middle of our living rooms like
He did for the disciples, but we can experience His influence. He said, “Behold, | am with
you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) Jesus assures us, we can have
and know His peace. As Romans 10:9-10 says, “if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is
Lord,’” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that
you confess and are saved. “Through faith we can move from doubt to life. For many of
us, doubt is an integral part of our story. Jesus isn’t scared when we have doubts. He isn’t
threatened by our questions. He doesn’t get defensive when we challenge. To the
contrary, | believe that our passage teaches us that He comes to us, in whatever situation
we find ourselves in, offering blessing and peace.

Jesus meets us, and offers us hope, mercy, and eternal life with Him. It’s because of Him
that we can move from ‘doubt to faith to life’.

Finally, what are we to do with the life that Jesus has given to us? What did Thomas do?
He was the first person to publicly proclaim the resurrected Jesus as “my Lord and my
God!”, Then he went on to become “the apostle to India.” We don’t know much about his
life, but we do know he died in India as a martyr passionately proclaiming the Gospel. He
was bold, confident, and full of faith... A very different person from the man who says,
“Unless | can see Him for myself, | will not believe.” Thomas helps us recognise that doubt,
fear, and discouragement aren’t things to hide from, or be embarrassed by. Jesus is a very
real Lord and savior who speaks the blessing of peace into every area of our lives and sends
us to teach others the way, the truth, and the life. So, let’s commit to being kind to people
in the midst of their doubt and discouragement. Share the reality of your faith and
proclaim peace amid the chaos and confusion.

Paul Pritchard

Notices

Our Love, Prayers and Sympathy — to the family of Eileen Wade who passed away last
Sunday. Funeral details to follow.

St John’s Flowers — If you would like to make a donation towards the Easter lilies or
flowers, please give it to Barrie Witcomb (treasurer), thank you.




A Big Thank You! — to everyone who helped to decorate All Saints for Easter. It was lovely
to see so many people. Thank you! Celia Cullen

Quiz Night with Pie n’ Peas — Saturday 25" April at 6pm at All Saints Centre. Get a team
together (teams of 4) and test your knowledge at All Saints’ quiz night! £5 per person. To
book your team, please contact the office (details on front page).

St Andrew’s APCM —Monday 27" April at 6.30pm.

Midweek Matinee — Wednesday 29" April at 2pm in the All Saints Centre. Join us this
month for the 2019 live action version of Aladdin! Adults £5 and children £2.

The New Opera Company - are back with more engaging operatic fun. Our forthcoming
concert features 2 well-loved works: Smetana’s ‘The Bartered Bride’ a tale of intrigue and
misunderstanding and ‘Lilac Time’ based on the lovely music of Franz Schubert. So, we
hope to see you all on Saturday 9" May at 2.30pm at All Saints. Tickets can be booked in
advance via: 01332 557096 or 01332 882637 or email: jannice@read55.plus.com or at the
door. Stephen Johns

All Saints APCM — Sunday 10" May at 11.30am. We need to elect 4 PCC members, 3
Deanery Synod Reps and 1 churchwarden. Nomination forms are at the back of church.

St John's Annual Meeting - is on Sunday 17" May at 11.30 in church preceded by the
Meeting of Parishioners to elect churchwardens. There five vacancies on the PCC to be
filled - nomination forms are available in the Link. We shall also be electing two members
to the Deanery Synod.

Prayer for Christians in the Middle East -These are desperate times, and Christians there
value the prayers of Christians here. “Embrace the Middle East,” an ecumenical agency,
supports the Church in Israel and Lebanon, Egypt and Syria, Irag and Iran, Jordan and the
Gulf States, and is asking us to take part in a 7 Day “Wave of Prayer.” Resources can be
found online at “embraceme.org/7days” or from Michael Huggett on 01332 511259.

All Saints Electoral Roll - If you are not already and would like to be included on the
electoral roll, please complete a form from the back of church and return it to the office,
Clergy, Wardens or James Bowles. If you are already on the Electoral Roll, you do not need
to take any action, unless you have moved address in the past year.

Revision of St John’s Electoral Roll - If you are not already a member and you would like
to join, please complete an application form, found at the back of the Church and hand it
to a Clergy member, a Churchwarden or Andrew Templer 01332 515293 or
andrew@templerfamily.co.uk Please also complete a Church GDPR Consent form giving
us expressed permission as to how we can use your contact data.

Group Outing! - a few of us are getting a Hawkes Tours bus to Tissington and Buxton on
Thursday 14th May, pick up time is 9.40am in Mickleover. It costs £20 and if you want to
come along, phone Hawkes on 01332 205400 or 01332 202726 to book your place. Lindsay




