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Services In Our Churches This Sunday
- Morning Worship at All Saints, 10am. Dawn Perry will be speaking.
- Holy Communion at St John’s, 10am. Peter Walley will be speaking.
- Evening Prayer at St Andrew’s, 4pm. Led by Peter Walley.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Collect This Sunday’s Reading

Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Acts 2: 42 to end, John 10: 1 to 10
Father’s sheep: teach us to hear your

voice and to follow your command, that

all your people may be gathered into one Next Sunday’s Reading

flock. To the glory of God the Father. Amen  Acts 7: 55 to end, John14 1 to 14

Midweek Services and Groups

Mondays: St John’s Internet Café — 10am — 12pm in St John’s Link
Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at the Vicarage

Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am — 12pm in the Centre.

Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am — 12pm in the Link.

New CTiM Bible Study — Meeting on the 2" and 4t Thursdays of the month from
10.30am — 12.00pm in the St John’s Link. For more information, contact Judi
Witcomb 07531495891.




On ‘The Road to Emmaus’. Luke 24:13-35

Have you ever felt like walking away from grief? When things are hard to take, or when all
hope seem to have evaporated and it seems that there is no way forward.

Our gospel reading this morning is more than a physical journey, | think that it is more like a
"walk-through grief" here two followers of Jesus are leaving their hopes behind in Jerusalem
after the crucifixion. Maybe they were trying to get some space and clarity about the events
of the past few days.

This Emmaus Road reading of the resurrection account can only be found in Luke.

| believe it was of key importance to the early church, who needed to have two questions
answered: How did the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ fit into the plan of God as
revealed in the Hebrew Scriptures? And how did the death and resurrection of Jesus fit into
the current experience of the early church.

This account of the walk to Emmaus | believe responds to their questions, and to ours,
because we are also walking a similar road, a road full of high and low emotions.

| would like you to walk with me on that road to Emmaus, we may encounter new insights
from the passage that we may have missed before, we may even see Jesus in a new light, and
we may even meet him on the road we are on.

Now the average person walks at about 3 miles an hour, the speed of God's love. You could
say that we have a 3 mile an hour God. For He meets us, and He walks beside us but only at
our pace.

Now those two disciples were downcast, why, well their world had just been turned upside
down, all there hopes of a Messiah had turned to dust, or so they thought!

Suddenly a stranger appeared on the road, we know that stranger to be Jesus, but those two
disciples didn't recognise him.

Why did the disciples not see Christ's wounds? This has been puzzling me for a long time. |
know that Jesus chose not to reveal who he was but there would have been five wounds, each
hand or wrist, the feet and the side. Not to mention the deep cuts on his head from the crown
of thorns. But the hands or wrist wounds would have been the easiest wounds to see as they
would have been holes where the nails had pierced the flesh. Scholars now believe that the
nails we driven through the wrists not he hands.

But we must remember here that those scares, those wounds of sacrifice on the body of Jesus,
he will bare for all time.

So, Jesus speaks to the two men and asks them what they are talking about.

Jesus was inviting them to tell their story, which they did.

Do we as Christians tell others about our journey of faith? And do we listen to other people's
stories?

The disciples’ story was important to Jesus as they walked along the road. He is also interested
in our story and where we are on our own road of faith.

He listened to them as he listens to us and then explained using the scriptures why the
Messiah must suffer, die and then rise again.

Jesus explained that he was the promised offspring in Genesis and then went on to explain
that He was the suffering servant in Isaiah.

He was the pieced one in Zachariah and the messenger of the covenant in Malachi.

Jesus was reintroducing those two disciples to the Old Testament. Jesus Christ is the thread



woven through all the scriptures. He is the central theme that binds the Old Testament
together. Sometimes we shy away from reading the Old Testament as it can be a difficult read.
So can | encourage you to spend some time looking through and reading some of the books
in the Old Testament and let the Holy Spirit guide your thoughts.
As Jesus was explaining all this their hearts burned within them, as | believe it will with ours.
Surely, they would recognise him now but no.
They invited Jesus into their home, if they had not invited him in Jesus would have passed by
and they would never have known who that stranger was, who walked with them on the road
to Emmaus.
How many times has Jesus spoken to us along the road and we have not invited him in?
When they had reached the house they were ready to eat, so sitting down at the table Jesus
gave thanks and broke the bread and instantly their spiritual eyes were opened and they
recognised Jesus.
He was recognised by the breaking of a simple loaf of bread. Can we see Jesus in the ordinary?
At that house in Emmaus Jesus the gift became the host. Going back to our gospel reading, it
actually holds together the two ways in which people experience Christ.
It actually links the scriptures with the sacrament. Because we need to study the scriptures to
hear the truth.
And we need to experience the sacrament of the Eucharist to see the risen Christ.
The scriptures make it very clear that the account of Jesus is about a person who was rooted
in a place and a time in history. These accounts witness to real people and to real events.
This Jesus was acknowledged as a prophet, who declared God's purpose and will in action and
in teaching. He was crucified by a combination of opposing forces. Those who had power over
religion and those who had power of state.
These are the facts, and the record is clear. The scriptures also record the evidence of the
empty tomb and first eyewitness to the resurrection.
It is our duty to to tell others the facts and the hope that we have in the resurrection. The
sacrament of the breaking of the bread calls us to have new eyes to see our risen saviour.
For we experience the same spirit of Christ in the scriptures and in the sacrament. Words are
not tangible, but bread and wine can be touched and felt.
We can look at the sacrament with the eyes of logic and see bread and wine, but we can also
look at the sacrament with the eyes of faith and see Jesus Christ.
You see an Emmaus experience involves seeing things with new eyes or in a different way.
Sometimes we walk away defeated and disillusioned, but Jesus meets us.
Sometimes we are not at our best when we speak to one another, but Jesus stands alongside
us. As we tell others of our broken dreams, our hopes our missed opportunities and our grief,
Jesus listens to us.
As we stand still gloomily Jesus waits patiently.
Then Jesus breaks in, as He did in that house in Emmaus, he walks with us, explaining and
teaching us, until we realise that He was the one whom we have been waiting for all along
and He has been present with us all the time.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Every blessing, Rev lan.



Notices

Our Love, Prayers and Sympathy —to the family of Eileen Wade who passed away last Sunday.
Funeral details to follow.

St John’s Flowers — If you would like to make a donation towards flowers for decorating the
church, please give it to Barrie Witcomb (treasurer), thank you. Eunice Upton

St Andrew’s APCM — Monday 27" April at 6.30pm.

Midweek Matinee — Wednesday 29" April at 2pm in the All Saints Centre. Join us this month
for the 2019 live action version of Aladdin! Adults £5 and children £2.

CTiM Prayer Walk — Thursday 7th May at 10.15am. Meeting at the Great Northern car park.
We will walk for about an hour in the Hackwood Estate, praying God’s blessing upon the
people and businesses in this area, and listening to God’s Holy Spirit as we go. If you are
unable to walk but willing to pray, join with others at St. John’s Devonshire Drive. If you plan
to join us, please let me know by email ray leel6@yahoo.co.uk, or phone or text to
07766927539 Thanks Ray Lee

The New Opera Company - Our forthcoming concert on Saturday 9" May at 2.30pm at All
Saints, features 2 well-loved works: Smetana’s ‘The Bartered Bride’ a tale of intrigue and
misunderstanding and ‘Lilac Time’ based on the lovely music of Franz Schubert. Tickets can
be bought on the door or booked in advance via: jannice@read55.plus.com or 01332 557096
or 01332 882637 or email. Stephen Johns

All Saints APCM — Sunday 10" May at 11.30am. We need to elect 4 PCC members, 3 Deanery
Synod Reps and 2 churchwardens. Nomination forms are at the back of church.

Group Outing! - a few of us are getting a Hawkes Tours bus to Tissington and Buxton on
Thursday 14" May, pick up time is 9.40am in Mickleover. It costs £20 and if you want to come
along, phone Hawkes on 01332 205400 or 01332 202726 to book your place. Lindsay Nicklin

St John's Annual Meeting - is on Sunday 17" May at 11.30 in church preceded by the Meeting
of Parishioners to elect churchwardens. There 5 vacancies on the PCC to be filled - nomination
forms are available in the Link. We shall also be electing 2 members to the Deanery Synod.

Prayer for Christians in the Middle East -These are desperate times, and Christians there
value the prayers of Christians here. “Embrace the Middle East,” an ecumenical agency,
supports the Church in Israel and Lebanon, Egypt and Syria, Iraq and Iran, Jordan and the Gulf
States, and is asking us to take part in a 7 Day “Wave of Prayer”. Resources can be found
online at “embraceme.org/7days” or from Michael Huggett on 01332 511259.

All Saints Electoral Roll - If you would like to be included on the electoral roll, please complete
a form from the back of church and return it to the office. If you are already on the Roll, you
do not need to take any action, unless you have recently moved address.

Revision of St John’s Electoral Roll - If you would like to join, please complete a form, from
the back of the Church and hand it to a Clergy member, a Churchwarden or Andrew Templer.
Please also complete a Church GDPR Consent form.




