
 
 
 

 

Alleluia Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed Alleluia 
A very Happy Easter to all 

 
Services In Our Churches This Sunday 

- Holy Communion at All Saints, 10am. Peter Walley will be speaking. 

- Holy Communion at St John’s, 10am. Paul Pritchard will be speaking.  

- Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, 11am. Led by Peter Walley.  
 

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/ 
 

Collect  This Sunday’s Reading  
God of glory, by the raising of your Son  Acts10, 34 - 43, John 20 1- 18 
you have broken the chains of death and    
hell: fill your Church with faith and hope;   
For a new day has dawned  Next Sunday’s Reading  
And the way to life stands open  Acts 2: 14a, 22 - 32 John 20: 19 - end 
In our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.    

 

 

Welcome to our Churches 
www.mickleoveranglicans.org.uk 

 

All Saints 
Etwall Road, Mickleover,  

DE3 0DL 
01332 510446  

St Andrew’s 
School Lane, Radbourne, 

DE6 4LY 

St John’s  
Devonshire Drive, 

Mickleover, DE3 9HD 
01332 513363 

   

admin@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk 

Midweek Services and Groups 
Mondays: St John’s Internet Café – Closed on Easter Monday 
Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at the Vicarage 
Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints.  
Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am – 12pm in the Centre. 
Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am – 12pm in the Link. 

Sunday 5th April 2026  



 
 

Holy Week has begun…..  
 

We now enter into the period of the church’s year where we can walk alongside 
Jesus and his disciples at the same pace as the events that took place. In fact, this is 
true right up to the feast of Pentecost 50 days after Passover.  
 

If we so choose through reading the scriptures, e.g. in Matthew/John and Acts, we 
enter into the story and allow the NT writers to open up to us the events in real time. 
 

It all begins with Jesus entering into Jerusalem as the prophet Zechariah had foretold 
(Zec 9:9,) on a donkey with a colt beside.  
 

Not the kind of transport we would have thought that a King would enter his city on. 
Someone has commented that it is highly likely that Pontius Pilate would have been 
seen entering Jerusalem on the other side at exactly the same time.  
Pontius Pilate would have been accompanied by Roman Soldiers, their armour 
gleaming, there would have been trumpets blaring, standards blowing in the breeze. 
All very impressive but Pontius Pilate represented the kind of human power that 
Jesus referred to about Gentiles ‘lording it over people’, the kind that Satan claimed 
he had could give Jesus in the temptations in the desert.  
 

Jesus by contrast came in humility into Jerusalem. However, he didn’t stop the 
crowds acclaiming him as king. When challenged he said, ‘if my disciples keep silent 
these stones will shout aloud’. And so, they shouted with all their strength… 
"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!"  
 

This week was to be the final showdown. Jesus chasing the money changers out of 
the temple, his teaching the crowds in the temple, further conflicts with the temple 
authorities and finally, his betrayal, arrest, trial and execution. Darkness was going 
to have its’ hour but it was not going to have the final word. 
 

The crowds were acclaiming Jesus to be the Messiah but not everyone was so 
enthusiastic. To say that the authorities were twitchy would be an understatement 
for there were huge crowds staying in Jerusalem and if there is any time they feared 
most about a revolution taking place it would be during a major festival such as 
Passover. 
 

Protest is nothing new, and authorities cracking down on dissent is nothing knew 
too. So, Jesus’ own decision to enter Jerusalem on a colt would have aroused their 
suspicions immediately, for Zechariah had prophesied some 500 years earlier. 
Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! For behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with  
salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 

Readings: Psalm 118: 1,2, 19 to end, Matt 21: 1 – 11 

 



For the authorities what was even more alarming was the response of the people. 
They spread their cloaks on the ground in front of him. In the hot and dusty Middle 
East, where most people only had one or at the most two sets of clothes and 
probably only one cloak – to place a cloak on the road so that in the expectation that 
it will get trampled on, showed just how important Jesus was seen to be. Their 
shouting was loud – the chanting had overtones of messianic prophecy. Psalm 118: 
26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the house 
of the Lord. 
 

The whole city was stirred and asked, ‘who is this?’ Those who were there 
responded: ‘This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee’. Now one of the 
reasons why the authorities had dismissed Jesus as being the Messiah is that he was 
known as the Nazarene. They believed therefore that he had been born there, not in 
Bethlehem which is where the Messiah was meant to be born. This is why the story 
of Jesus’ birth in the Gospels makes clear precisely where Jesus was born. 
 

Tom Wright in his commentary makes an interesting observation: the people wanted 
a prophet, but his prophet would tell them that their city was under God’s imminent 
judgement (Matt 24). They wanted a Messiah, but this one was going to be 
enthroned on a pagan cross. They wanted to be rescued from evil and oppression, 
but Jesus was going to rescue them from evil in its full depths.  
 

And so the story of Jesus’ grand, though surprising entry into Jerusalem is an object 
lesson in the mismatch between their expectations and God’s answer. This is the 
moment when salvation is dawning. The ‘Hosannas’ were justified, but it would take 
the journey of Holy Week, Good Friday and Easter for them to be truly fulfilled. 
 

Henri Nouwen the spiritual writer wrote these words: 
 

"Joy does not come from positive predictions about the state of the world. It does 
not depend on the ups and downs of the circumstances of our lives.  
Joy is based on the spiritual knowledge that, while the world in which we live is 
shrouded in darkness, God has overcome the world. Jesus said it loudly and clearly: 
'In the world you will have troubles, but rejoice, I have overcome the world. The 
surprise is not that, unexpectedly, things turn out better than expected. No, the real 
surprise is that God's light is more real than all the darkness, that God's truth is more 
powerful than all human lies, that God's love is stronger than death.”  
 

Every blessing for Easter. Peter 
 

 
 
Wednesday Holy Communion – There is no morning service on Wednesday 8th April 
at All Saints.  
 

Notices 



Recycle Your Easter Cards – Don’t throw away your Easter cards this year! The All 
Saints Stitchers would like to recycle them and use them for their crafts. Please bring 
your cards to the All Saints office or put them through the letter box if the office is 
closed. Thank you. 
 

CTiM Prayer Walk - Our first prayer walk for 2026 will take place on Thursday 9th 
April at 10.15am meeting at St John's. We will walk for about an hour and pray for 
our community, schools, businesses, etc. praying for God's blessing and presence as 
we walk. If you would like to join us, please let me know by email 
ray_lee16@yahoo.co.uk or phone - 07766 927539 so I know to expect you. 
 

Breakfast Church - on Sunday 12th has been cancelled due to illness, and holidays. 
Hope to see you in May. Who Let the Dads Out will run as usual. Peter & Zoe. 
 

Quiz Night with Pie n’ Peas – Saturday 25th April at 6pm at All Saints Centre. Get a 
team together (teams of 4) and test your knowledge at All Saints’ quiz night!  £5 per 
person. Pie meals will be served, choose your pie in advance. To book your place, 
please contact the office at admin@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk or 01332 510446. 

 

Food Bank – The food bank collection at St John’s is restarting. If you would like to 
donate food items (no fresh food), there is a box at the back of St John’s Church. 
Thank you. Barbara Lucas 
 

Revision of the St John’s Electoral Roll - is taking place. If you are not already a 
member and you would like to join, are over 16 or you will be 16 during the next 
year, please complete an application form to be found at the back of the Church and 
hand it to a member of the Clergy, a Church Warden or Andrew Templer (Tel: 01332 
515293 or andrew@templerfamily.co.uk). Please complete, at the same time, a 
Church GDPR Consent form giving us expressed permission as to how we can use 
your contact data. 
 

All Saints Electoral Roll - If you are not already and would like to be included on the 
electoral roll, please complete a form from the back of church and return it to the 
office, Clergy, Wardens or James Bowles. If you are already on the Electoral Roll, you 
do not need to take any action, unless you have moved address in the past year.  
 

All Saints Garden of Remembrance Hedges – We have replaced 3 of the 4 dead and 
dying box hedges surrounding the Garden of Remembrance with Japanese holly. We 
currently have half the money that we need to pay the full cost, £240. If you would 
like to make a donation towards the rest, please contact the office or leave a labelled 
envelope in the plate. 


