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Sunday 17t May 2026

Services In Our Churches This Sunday

- Holy Communion at All Saints, 10am. John Foxon will be speaking.

- Morning Praise with JACK and Baptism of Jude at St John’s, 10am. Alun
Rowlands will be speaking. Followed by St John’s APCM.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Collect

This Sunday’s Reading

Risen, ascended Lord, Acts 1: 6 to 14, John 17: 1to 11
as we rejoice at your triumph,

fill your Church on earth with power and

compassion, that all who are estranged by sin  Next Sunday’s Reading

may find forgiveness and know your peace,  Acts 2: 1to 21, John 20: 19 to 23
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Midweek Services and Groups

Mondays: St John’s Internet Café — 10am — 12pm in St John’s Link

Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at the Vicarage

Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am — 12pm in the Centre.

Thursdays: CTiM Bible Study 10.30am at St John’s Link. (2™ + 4" Thur of month)

Fridays:

St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am — 12pm in the Link.



Talk by Helen Walley

Thursday 14 May is Ascension day, and we are also in the middle of Christian Aid
week. Today is the start of 10 days of Thy Kingdom Come. Both are important events
that link well with this week’s readings. Christian Aid week has been running since
1957. This year they are drawing our attention to the work in Nairobi, Kenya to help
mothers develop Urban farms. They are funding and teaching families how to grow
vegetables, which they can also sell on to their neighbours. They share methods
that protect the environment and conserve water. They are growing good,
nutritious home-grown food which helps in practical ways to fight poverty and meet
basic needs. The second project we are invited to join with is Thy Kingdom come,
which started in May 2016 as an initiative which calls Christians to pray especially,
from Ascension Day until Pentecost Sunday, that more people will come to know
Jesus. So how do these two projects which care for body and soul link up with our
bible passages? | am struck, first of all, by something that is said by the apostle Peter
in his letter when he encourages those to whom he writes to gently explain the
reason for their hope in Jesus. This is where we start with Thy Kingdom come. We
are encouraged to think of 5 people who we know, whose lives intertwine with ours,
whether that be in our families, at school, college, in our work place, or among our
friendships, for whom we can pray. | have done this for 10 years now and it has
been encouraging to have experienced opportunity for listening, conversation and
sharing the hope that is within me, seeing family and friends coming closer to Jesus.
Sharing our faith can sometimes be challenging, so how do our readings today
encourage us. First of all, Jesus promised his disciples he would send them a helper,
an advocate and counsellor. He says I will not leave you orphaned, but you will
know the love of the Father. The promised Spirit will come to dwell in them, and
help them. That promise extends to us too. Three things about the Holy Spirit that
help us in our lives as Christians:

He comes to live in us and fills us afresh every day. He will teach us and work
through us to enable us to follow Jesus. This includes sharing the hope that is within
each of us, the good news that Jesus brings, life in all its fullness. He helps us to
overcome fear because he gives to us a peace that the world can’t give to us, and
gives us the strength to push past fear and share our faith with family and friends.
He is our guide and gives us specific wisdom to know what to say in difficult or
unique situations. In Acts 17 Paul is in Athens where he found common ground with
the people of Athens, by noticing that they had an altar to an unknown God, so
introduced them to the God he knew and also quoted their own poets ‘In him we
live and move and have our being’ — knowing this to be the truth about the God that
he serves. Paul started with their familiar ideas and carefully explained the good
news about God as creator and giver of life. Paul was bold and yet respectful as to



where they were and engaged with things they knew rather than dismissing them.
So how might we share the hope that is within us? Always listen, take time to
understand the spiritual hunger or the difficult issues of those around us. Christian
Aid have gone into the community in Nairobi, Kenya and listened to the difficulties
of poverty and they have imparted skills to the women who can, not only grow their
own crops now but also sell some of them in order to earn extra money as well as
feeding their families. You will find more information about Christian Aid on this
newsletter and also in this month’s magazine. Trust that the Lord promises, by His
Spirit, to bring to our remembrance an aspect of our story and life with Jesus, or
knowledge of him. | have found this many times, for example recently when visiting
my sister in CCU a woman sat down next to Peter and |, shocked and distraught
because her daughter had just been brought in very poorly, we listened and she
asked us to pray. Trust God that he will enable us to find shared values, connection,
common ground that opens doors for us to share more of the love of Jesus.
Someone once said, your friendship has provided a bridge over which Jesus walked
into my life.

Has anyone ever asked you why you go to church or asked you why you believe?
Many people are seeking meaning. Each of us has an authentic and unique story
about how God has looked after us, how he has met us in our everyday lives, what
he has done for us. Both the things we know Jesus has done so that we can be in
relationship with God and also the lived reality of how he has been there for us. So
the challenge is what stories could we tell others about our hope in Jesus? Think
now if there anyone you would like to tell about Jesus love? Maybe you can write
down a few names. And you might be surprised at the opportunities that God gives
you to speak to those you love. Ask God to give you the confidence to speak to them
with gentleness and respect. Remember he is t far from each one of us. In Him we
live and move and have our being and that is gift for all.

Helen Walley

Notices

Board Games Afternoon — Sunday 17t May, 2pm at St John’s. Games for all ages and
abilities! £3 for adults and 50p for children. Pay on the door. Everyone welcome!

Our Love, Prayers and Sympathy — to the family of Eileen Wade. The funeral will be
on Wednesday 20" May at All Saints at 12pm. Followed by committal at Markeaton.




Thy Kingdom Come — For Thy Kingdom Come prayer resources, download ‘TKC
Prayer’ from your app store on your smartphone. If you haven’t already picked up a
prayer journal from the back of church or in the Link, please pick one up this week to
help you with your own prayers and devotions.

Quiz Night with Pie n’ Peas — Thank you to everyone who came to the Quiz Night at
All Saints on 26t April, it was a very enjoyable evening. Big thank you to Zoe & James!

Derbyshire Community Male Voice Choir Concert — at St Andrew’s Church on Friday
5t June at 7.30pm. Tickets are £12 and can be purchased in advance from Diana on
07854809690 or rosedianal947@gmail.com or from Rebekah in the office.
Refreshments will be served and all funds raised will be in aid of St Andrew’s Church.

Pot-Pourri Words & Music Concert — Saturday 13™ June, 2pm at All Saints. Please
see separate letter for more information. If you would like to take part, please let
Janice or Rebekah know by 19t May.

Great Big Green Fun Day — Saturday 23 May at 12 — 4pm at Vicarage Park in
Mickleover. Bring a picnic and explore the outdoors with Gemma Hunt from
CBeebies’ Swashbuckle. This is a free event, and all activities are free to take part in.
Games, bug hunts, nature crafts, nature trails, softball, baseball, football and more.
Ice creams, books and refreshments from Our Mickleover are available to purchase.

Strawberry Tea with Trev’s Trio — Sunday 7t" June at St John’s Church Hall 2pm- 4pm.
Enjoy a relaxing afternoon listening to a selection of swing-based music, chatting to
friends (old and new) and eating a splendid strawberry-based tea! Tickets £10, please
book in advance so we can sort seating and catering appropriately. Contact Richard
on 01332 493939 or email events-stjohns@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk

Blister Pack Recycling — Thank you to those who have donated towards the costs of
the blister pack recycling boxes. Each box costs £88 so we are very grateful.

Men's Breakfast - The next church men's breakfast will be on Saturday, 13t June.
Please see Mike Shooter if you are interested in joining us.

Mickleover Fete - This year's Fete is on Saturday 27% June. We need help to erect,
staff and dismantle our gazebo. Please see Mike Shooter if you can help in any way.

St Andrew’s Fete — A fabulous £8,068.84 was raised for St Andrew’s Church funds.
Thank you for all the work carried out behind the scenes in advance and on the day
to make this such a success.




