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Sunday 7t June 2026

Services In Our Churches This Sunday

- Holy Communion at All Saints, 10am. lan Godlington will be speaking.
- Morning Praise at St John’s, 10am. Alun Rowlands will be speaking.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Strawberry Tea with Trev’s Trio — Sunday 7" June at St John’s Church Hall 2pm- 4pm.
A relaxing afternoon with swing-based music with a strawberry-based tea! Tickets
£10, Contact Richard on 01332 493939

Collect This Sunday’s Reading

God of truth, Romans 4: 13-end, Matthew 9: 9-13, 18-26
help us to keep your law of love

and to walk in ways of wisdom,

that we may find true life Next Sunday’s Reading

in Jesus Christ your Son. Amen. Romans 5: 1-8, Matthew 9: 35-10: 8

Midweek Services and Groups

Mondays: St John’s Internet Café — 10am — 12pm in St John’s Link.
Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at the Vicarage.

Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints.

Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am — 12pm in the Centre.

Thursdays: CTiM Bible Study 10.30am at St John’s Link. (2" + 4" Thur of month)
Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am — 12pm in the Link.



Talk by Clare

Consider for a moment the world in which we live today: The issues we are all facing, and
the difficulties faced by governments and organisations when they attempt to find
solutions. Why is there so much conflict? Why is it so difficult to reach agreements? There
are multiple answers to these questions, however there is one word which | believe lies at
the Root of many of the issues that we face. That word is individualism! Putting ourselves
at the heart of everything. Believing that our needs, our wants, are far more important
than anybody else’s. The same goes for nations, with each nation putting themselves
above others.

Now, | am not suggesting that individual needs are not important, or that it is not the job
of governments to look after their own people, but | do believe that it is a question of
balance. To take an extreme example, if | were to sit on my own at home and started
shouting horrible things, whatever | said out loud would not impact anybody else;
however, if | were to go into a crowded cinema or stadium, and start shouting the word
‘fire’, even if there were no fire, act of saying that word could have catastrophic
consequences. | might even risk the lives of those around me if people panicked and raced
for the exit. In this situation, my wish to say anything | wanted, is less important than the
safety of others.

Even if you agree with the above, you might be wondering why | am raising this? It is
because today is Trinity Sunday! Now you might be wondering what Trinity Sunday has to
do with what I’'ve been discussing? Please bear with me, and | will try to explain.

Today is known as Trinity Sunday because of the section of The Gospels that is traditionally
read on this day. In today’s reading we have the one account within the gospel of Matthew
in which he describes Jesus appearing to the 11 remaining Apostles. Jesus gives his
followers an instruction (often known at ‘The Great Commission’) ‘To go out and make
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the father and of the son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you.’ In this
account, we see what is unique, about the Christian faith: That whilst we believe there is
only one God, we believe that the one God has three persons, God the father, God the son,
and God the Holy Spirit. The Trinity — Hence Trinity Sunday!

Understanding how The Trinity works, how The Trinity can be, has been a struggle for the
very best minds within Christianity down the centuries, and I’'m not going to try to explain
here how the Trinity works, but instead focus upon what it means for us, and why we really
should care about it today.

Often, when we try to explain what we believe as Christians, we focus upon the fact that
we believe in one God, perhaps because this is an easy concept to get our heads around;
or perhaps because from the earliest days of Christianity, as it spread around the globe,
this was what distinguished us from many other faiths. We often also discuss in Church the
different persons of the trinity, for example what we can learn from the teachings of Jesus
(the Son), or how the Holy Spirit acts in our lives. But what we rarely do, is discuss the
Trinity as a whole. That is what | want us to think about. Why does it matter that we believe



in the holy Trinity?

In the early church, once Christians had largely stopped being persecuted, and once they
were able to discuss and debate openly the more specific details of what they believed,
the question of who Jesus was, and therefore Jesus’s relationship with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, became central to discussions. The result of these debates was The Creeds. The
Creeds that we still say in churches around the world today. The two key things about the
Trinity that were decided at this time, and which we still describe in the creeds today, is
that the persons of The Trinity are coequal; and coeternal. Basically, this is the belief that
The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit have all existed forever, and none of them is
greater or lesser than the others. They are equal!

Once the initial debate (which had caused violence and splits between Christians as they
reached a decision) had calm down, The Trinity continued as part of faith, but often simply
sat there in the background. However, in the late 19th and 20th centuries, Christians, and
particularly theologians, began to really look at the Trinity once again. Why was this? Well,
during the 19th and 20th centuries, the world was facing lots of problems, including
individuals trying to take power for themselves, countries trying to take over parts of the
world, and fierce competition between nations over resources - rather like many of the
issues that we are facing today. Christian thinkers of the time were exploring these
problems, and some focused upon The Trinity might highlight why these fights for power
and wealth were wrong. That this is not how we as humanity are supposed to live.

The theologian Volf explained that because humans are created in the image of God, we
should try to model ourselves on God as much as possible. Including trying to model
ourselves upon The Trinity. Another writer, Catherine Lacugna explained that The Trinity
is about life, and the truth about how we were meant to exist!

One of the most important Christian thinkers of the 20th century was a man called Jiirgen
Maltman. He explained that instead of simply focusing upon the one God, and seeing that
one God as being like an all-powerful King; by focusing upon the Trinity, and the
relationships between the persons of the Trinity, earthly rulers, dictators, and tyrants
‘cease to find their justification’. By that, he meant that God does not act as a dictator, the
persons of The Trinity act upon our lives together, and because we are created in the image
of God, we should not act as dictators and tyrants either!

Just as the Father and the Son do not compete for who is the most powerful, we should
not compete with each other. The Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit do not operate in
isolation, or each in a self-centred way, therefore we should not do so either. The three
persons of the Trinity work together, they are equal: they each nurture relationship with
humanity in different ways. As such we should each use our differences, our individual
gifts, to work for the betterment of humanity as a whole, not to compete for power in a
self-centred way.

There is so much more to explore about the trinity that | do not have time to consider here,
but | believe that Trinity Sunday is an excellent opportunity for us to think again (or perhaps
think for the first time), about what it means for each and every one of us to have been



baptised, not simply in the name of the one God, but in the name of The Father, The Son
and of The Holy Spirit; and what it means for us to be members of a Trinitarian Church!

Yours in Christ Rev Clare.

Notices

“The Bible comes Alive” - at 12Murray Road on 8 June 2026 at 10am, 2 Corinthians
4,1-10 — Faithful Ministry. All welcome.

Pot-Pourri Words & Music Concert — Saturday 13™ June, 2pm at All Saints. Please
see separate letter for more information. Tickets £6 on the door.

Men's Breakfast - The next church men's breakfast will be on Saturday, 13t June.
Please see Mike Shooter if you are interested in joining us.

Sunday Afternoon’s in the Link — Games, chat and refreshments every third Sunday
of the month and St John’s from 2 — 4pm.

Maker’s Market — Saturday 15™ August 10am — 3pm at All Saints Church. Join us for
our first ever Maker’s Market with various stalls with hand crafted goods. If you would
like a stall, please contact Karen on 07927183325.

Website — the website has been updated, you can now find all church news including
weekly newsletters, magazines and events details on the ‘news’ page.
https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/news/

Temporary Help Needed - Our wonderful Centre cleaner has, unfortunately had to
resign. We thank her for her sterling work. Our new cleaner will be ‘in post’ later in
the summer. Until then we are in need volunteers, on a temporary basis, to clean the
centre at various times during the week. The “full clean’ take around 1hr 20mins (I've
timed it several times!) The job description is on the table at the back of church or in
the office. Times: Sat/Sun afternoon; Tuesday before 10am; Wednesday afternoons
(excl 4™ Wed); alternate Friday afternoons before 5pm. If you are able to help, please
speak to Rebekah or the Wardens (James and Janice). Thank you. The Wardens

Churchyard Help Needed — With the mix of wet and warm weather, the grass in the
churchyard is growing quickly. We will not have help from the Payback Team for a few
weeks so we would really appreciate a few volunteers to help maintain the
churchyard during this time and continuing after if you would like to. If you are able
to help, please speak to either Rebekah in the office or James 07966533537. Thanks.

Free Wood - A quantity of freshly hewn oak and ash is available free. Logs, chunks, a
small table-top slice and more. Suitable for wood-burners, wood carvers, gardens,
bug hotels etc. Anne and Stephen Johns 07952 503001




