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Sunday 9t August 2026

Services In Our Churches This Sunday

-Morning Worship at All Saints, 10am. Clare Owen will be speaking.
-Holy Communion at St John’s, 10am. Alun Rowlands will be speaking.
-Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, 11am. Led by Peter Walley.

Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/

Collect This Sunday’s Reading

Lord of heaven and earth, as Jesus Romans 10: 5-15, Matthew 14: 22-33
taught us his disciples to be persistent

in prayer, give us patience and courage Next Sunday’s Reading

never to lose hope, but always to bring Genesis 45: 1-15, Matthew 15: 10-28
our prayers before you;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Midweek Services and Groups
Mondays: St John’s Internet Café — 10am — 12pm in the Link
Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at the Vicarage
Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints
Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am — 12pm in the Centre

Thursdays: CTiM Bible Study 10.30am (27 + 4" Thur of month) in the Link
Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am — 12pm in the Link



Roman’s 5:1-11. Isaiah 53: 3-9 Promises and Perspectives

Any Charlie Brown fans here? Charlie would share his problems with Schroeder?
Schroeder tried to encourage his friend and said: "Don’t be discouraged, these early
defeats help to build character for later in life." So, Charlie responded, "For what defeats
later in life?" Schroeder answered, "For all you will get wrong later in life!" Thanks, that’s
really encouraging!! In our Romans reading Paul declares, “We can rejoice, when we
run into problems and trials, for they help us develop endurance and endurance
develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of
salvation”. V 3.

God regularly made promises. He promised Noah that He would never destroy the world
by flood again. He promised Abraham & Sarah that they would have children, even when
100 years old. Then through Isaiah: “My righteous servant will make it possible for
many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins”. 53.11. This links to our
Lords conversation with Nicodemus in John 3.16, “For this is how God loved the world:
He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but
have eternal life”. But most importantly God faithfully keeps his promises.

Many people would read Rom 5 v3 and think, is this guy nuts? How many of us rejoice
when we run into problems? But Paul is really trying to encourage us, as we face our
daily challenges! Perspective makes a world of difference. When Goliath came against
the Israelites, the soldiers thought, "He’s so big we can never kill him." But David looked
at him and thought, "he’s so big | can’t miss him." Paul’s perspective changed too, as he
endured much, he said, “endurance develops strength of character, and character
strengthens our confident hope of salvation.”

Paul was explaining that ‘Christian hope’ is not instantaneous, but it comes from Christ’s
work, His promises, and from struggles as we face our challenges. Our basic assurance
is in our first verse. “Since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have
peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.” ‘Made right
with God’ often called ‘justified’. It’s when God looks at us and says, “Not guilty, because
of the blood of Jesus”. As a teenager | was taught to remember it as “Just as if I’d never
sinned.”

Perspective is so important to us as we face our struggles. | read this story recently - a
farmer owned an old mule, who fell into his well. He heard the mule ’braying’, or
whatever mules do when they fall into wells. After considering the situation, the farmer
sympathised with him but decided that neither the mule nor the well was worth saving.
So, he called his neighbours together, explained the situation and asked help to shovel
dirt to bury the old mule in the well and put him out of his misery. He didn’t think it would
take long! Initially, the mule became hysterical! But as the farmer and his neighbours
continued shovelling and the dirt hit his back, a thought struck him. Every time a load of
dirt landed on his back — he would shake it off and step up!

He kept doing this. "Shake it off and step up . . . shake it off and step up!" No matter how
painful the blows, the old mule endured his suffering and just kept right on shaking it off



and stepping up! It wasn’t long before, battered and exhausted he stepped right out of
the welll What was intended to bury him had actually been the means to his survival! --
all because of the way he looked at his problem. That’s character, when we face our
problems responding positively. Because our challenges can easily bury us, or - they can
be a blessing! As the Mule began his journey up the well, he probably had no hope. But
I’m sure that as he got closer to the top, his hope grew. As followers of Christ, hope is
central to our faith. Hope is based on the assurance that our Lord will not leave us alone
in our sufferings. Paul said, “I can do all things in Christ, who strengthens me.”
How optimistic are you about your future on a scale of 1-10? how much hope do you
have? | thought you would appreciate this: “Value this time in your life, because now
you still have choices, and it goes by so quickly. When you’re a teenager, you think you
can do anything, and you do. Your twenties are a blur. In your thirties, you raise your
family, you make a little money and you think to yourself, "What happened to my
twenties?" in your forties, your body shape changes and you feel you are getting older.
Music starts to get too loud and one of your old school friends becomes a grandparent.
In your fifties you have minor surgery. You call it a procedure, but it’s surgery. In your
sixties you have major surgery, the music is still loud, but it doesn’t matter because you
can’t hear it anyway. Then seventies, you and your wife downsize; you start eating dinner
at lunch time. And you spend most of your time wandering around Garden centres
looking for just something interesting and drinking tea or coffee and cake! — Then you
mutter “how come we don’t see the kids so often these days?" By your eighties...and
nineties, Oh let’s not go there!!!! How much hope do you have? ‘An attitude of hope’
is so critical, it’s referred to four times in our scripture. Firstly, Paul says “we confidently
and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.” We know that God is faithful in His
promises and our future is secure. In v4, we find “endurance develops strength of
character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation.” Hope grows as
we experience more of Gods provision for us in different challenging situations. Hence
the context of v3 "We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we
know that they help us develop endurance”. This doesn’t mean we look for problems,
but recognise that our challenges aren’t meaningless, it’s just part of God’s process, we
can't see it from our viewpoint today, but God does from His. Finally, in v5 “this hope
will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has
given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.”
The core of Paul’s message is: "our friendship with God was restored by the death of
his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of
his Son." That’s the fulfilment of the promise God made in our Isaiah 53 reading. We
didn’t deserve it. We didn’t earn it. But God, as an act of love and grace, through Jesus,
kept His promise and saved us. As sinners, we don’t deserve anything, says Paul. No one
should have promised us it would be easy when we became Christians. But God, out of
His great love, gives us what we need when we need it. He promised that and that’s a
promise we can rely on. So, remember His promises, and try and see things from a
different perspective. Amen

Revd Paul Pritchard



Notices

All Saints Tidy Day — Saturday 8t August from 9am — 2pm. If you can help, even if for
a couple of hours, it would be most appreciated. Refreshments will be provided.

CTIM Summer Fun — at St John’s from 10am — 12pm on Monday 10" August. Come
along for Messy Church! Children must be accompanied by an adult. To reserve places
at the activity days, please contact Paula Whitley on 07449760886

“The Bible Comes Alive” - on Monday, 10" August, at 12 Murray Road at
10am. Matthew 6,19-24 — Trusting in God. All welcome.

Coffee Morning — in aid of Breast Cancer Now during the Rest Stop Café at St John’s
on 14% August 10am-12pm. Come along for delicious cakes, biscuits and a cuppa!

Makers Market — Saturday 15" August 10am — 3pm at All Saints Church and Centre.
Come along to our first ever Makers Market with various stalls selling hand crafted
goods including jewellery, engraved glass, bath, body and home products, pebble and
driftwood art, artisan food, crochet/knitted items, wax melts and candles, cards,
refreshments and much more. Plants Wanted if you have any plants you have
propagated and you would like to donate them to the plant, please speak to Karen
Cowgill or the office. Cakes Needed! If you would like to bake a cake for the cake stall,
please put your name on the list at the back of All Saints.

Sunday Afternoons in the Link — Sunday 16™ August in the Link at St John’s from 2 —
4pm. Come for games or even just a chat! Refreshments available.

St Johns-on-Sea Café and Fish & Chip Lunch — Enjoy a few hours of escapism at St
John’s Hall on Friday 21t August during Rest Stop Café from 10am. Hot food will be
served from 12.30pm — 2pm. The café is open as usual. There will also be a quiz and
Bingo! Hot food (£6) and must be ordered in advance, please complete a form from
the back of St John’s or collect one from the office and return it to Karen Cowgill or
the office. Everyone welcome.

Alpha — Christian Basics Course. From 9™ September (7pm Wednesday evenings) we
are hosting a new Alpha course on behalf of Christians Together in Mickleover at All
Saints. Speak to Peter if you are interested 07725740407.

CTiM Bible Study — starts again on Thursday 10t September from 10.30am in the Link

Box Hedge by Memorial — thank you to everyone who came to All Saints to help cut
the box hedge down on Tuesday evening. The hedge might recover but if when you
are walking past you can pull up some ivy that is currently strangling the base of the
hedge, you would be very welcome. We will monitor the hedge before deciding
whether to remove it completely.




