
 
 
 

Services In Our Churches This Sunday 

- Harvest at All Saints, 10am. Paul Brookhouse will be speaking. Welcome to 

Brookfield Primary School Choir. Followed by Harvest Lunch (bring your own 

picnic) at 12.30pm in the Centre. 

- Holy Communion at St John’s, 10am. Clare Owen will be speaking.  

- BCP Evening Prayer at St Andrew’s, 4pm. Led by Peter Walley.  

 
Link for Sunday’s service: https://mickleoveranglicans.org.uk/you-tube-services/ 

 

 

Welcome to our Churches 

www.mickleoveranglicans.org.uk 
 

All Saints 
Etwall Road, Mickleover,  

DE3 0DL 
01332 510446  

St Andrew’s 
School Lane, Radbourne, 

DE6 4LY 

St John’s  
Devonshire Drive, 

Mickleover, DE3 9HD 
01332 513363 

   

admin@mickleoveranglicans.org.uk 

Collect  This Sunday’s Reading  

Gracious God,  Philippians 2: 1-13, Matthew 21: 23-32 

you call us to fullness of life:   
deliver us from unbelief   Next Sunday’s Reading 
and banish our anxieties with the   Philippians 3: 4-14, Matthew 21: 33-end 

liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen.   

Midweek Services and Groups 

Mondays: St John’s Internet Café – 10am – 12pm in the Link 

Tuesdays: Prayers 8am at the Vicarage 

Wednesdays: Holy Communion 9.30am at All Saints 

Wednesdays: All Saints Café 10am – 12pm in the Centre 

Sunday 27th September 2026  



 
 

As I started to prepare for this Sundays talk the thought that was uppermost in my mind 
was God’s generosity towards us, for Psalm 84 verse 11 says, “The Lord bestows favour 
and honour”. I interpreted that to mean that the Lord is generous.  

For God is generous by nature, just look at what He bestows to us. His gifts are precious 
and are given to us freely. He gives His grace to us even when we fall short because He 
loves us. He gives His generosity to those who seek it, He is generous to sinners because 
they need it. 
 

Our reading from Matthew is very thought provoking, it is a story of a landowner who hires 
workers at different times of the day and then pays them all one Denarius at the end of 
the working day, no matter how long or how briefly they had worked. There’s nothing out 
of the ordinary with that, but tempers flared when they stood around and their wages 
were paid. Let’s dig deeper into this challenging parable. 

We must remember that in this parable the landowner is God. Now the landowner called 
several workers in the morning to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them one 
Denarius for the day, which they accepted as a fair wage and the workers were happy. At 
the third, sixth, ninth and eleventh hour the landowner employed more workers. He sent 
them to work in the vineyard saying, “I will pay you whatever is right”. When evening came 
which was about 6pm, the landowner paid all the workers the same amount one denarius. 
No matter how long they had worked. Those workers who worked the full day received 
what they had agreed, they were not cheated in any way. But they were unhappy that 
those who worked less received the same amount. 
 

As I said earlier this is a challenging parable, but what I think Jesus is saying is that it is all 
a question of deserving, for no one truly deserves to enter the kingdom of God through 
their own means, for you can’t earn it for who you are, or what work you do. 
 

We need to understand two things in this parable. Firstly, the denarius represents 
salvation. All who are chosen by God receive the same salvation equally, no matter how 
long they have served God, no matter how long they have been Christian’s. Remember the 
criminal on the cross next to Jesus believed in the last minutes of his life, but he received 
the same salvation as any other believer. 
 

The second thing that we need to understand is that God is fair, He agreed to pay those 
who worked 12 hours a denarius, he kept his agreement. He was also generous with those 
workers who worked less. He actually paid them more than they deserved. How can being 
generous be unfair, God’s grace is free and God gives it to whom he chooses. Our salvation 
is a free gift from God, we cannot earn it, and in reality, we don’t even deserve it, but God 
is merciful. 
I believe it was through envy that’s those who had worked the full 12 hour shift began to 
grumble. Why did they start to grumble? Not because of any injustice, but because they 
were envious. Do any of us here occasionally experience this same kind of envy, I have to 
hold my hand up and say, ‘yes, I have. Someone gets a promotion or a higher salary, and 
what do we do we grumble because we are envious. 
 

Fridays: St John’s Rest Stop Café 10am – 12pm in the Link Workers in the field. Matthew 20:1-16 



The landowner said to one of the workers who had worked all day, “I am not being unfair 
to you”. If I want to be generous with those who worked less, that is my right, “are you 
envious because I am generous?”. We must never grumble against God, we can cry out to 
him, but we should not grumble because of our envy.  

God has actually made an agreement with all believers, God has agreed to give us a wage, 
which is eternal life. We agree to serve him through our faith, our belief in Him and our 
work for the kingdom through our own individual ministries. We should not complain, for 
God will keep His side of the bargain, we must keep ours. 
 

We now come to the difficult part of our reading. ‘So, the last will be first, and the first will 
be last’. Jesus is not saying that the first will go to the back of the line and the last will go 
to the front. There is no first or last, there is no line, actually there is only God. The last and 
the first will enter the kingdom at whatever moment they came to believe. 

Here we are reminded that eternal life is fundamentally a gift from God, and while our 
reward is the gift of eternal life which is given to all who turn to Jesus, whether early in life 
or late, will receive this gift because of God’s great generosity and mercy. There will be 
many people we don’t expect to see in the kingdom who will be there. The criminal who 
repented as he was dying will be there along with people who have believed for many 
years. 
 

This parable is not about rewards, but about salvation, our salvation. This parable is about 
God’s grace to us, God’s generously given freely to all you believe in Him. Romans chapter 
10 verse 9 sums this all up. “That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
 

So, this parable is not about the ‘labourers’ it’s not a parable about the growth of the 
vineyard, we hear about the complaints, but it’s not about those either. Jesus highlights in 
this parable the generosity of God. For He is the “ultimate” landowner. 
To conclude, the landowner’s question in this parable is actually Jesus’ punchline for the 
whole of the story and it is, “Are you envious because I am generous?” Jesus said that the 
kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who we have seen this morning wanting to give 
everyone a fair chance to work on the harvest. For that reason, the landowner kept 
returning to the marketplace to recruit anyone who would respond to that call. He made 
no false promises; he didn’t exaggerate any false claim on those who were offered work 
and for that reason the landowner accepted the contribution of all who came to work for 
him. The landowner valued every individual to the same extent, just as God values each of 
us, and for that reason they were all paid the same amount, one denarius. 
 

Blessings Rev Ian. 
 

 
 

 

Our Love Prayers and Sympathy – to the family of Sybil Wetton. The funeral will be on 
Monday 28th September at 1.45pm at St John’s, followed by committal at Markeaton 
Crematorium at 3pm.  
 

Notices 



Midweek Matinee – Wednesday 30th September at 2pm in the All Saints Centre. Come 
along to watch Florence - With the help of her husband, Florence Foster Jenkins, a 
socialite in 1940s New York City, tries to achieve her dream of becoming an opera singer 
despite having a terrible singing voice. £5 entry which includes theatre snacks. 
 

Our Love Prayers and Sympathy – to the family of Jim Collyer. The celebration of Jim’s 
life will be at St John’s on Wednesday 30th September at 2pm following on from a family 
only service at the crematorium. 
 

CTiM Prayer Walk – Thursday 1st October at 10-15am. Meeting at junction of Cavendish 
Way, and Uttoxeter Road. We will walk for an hour, praying God’s blessing on the people 
and businesses in the area, and listening to God’s Holy Spirit as we go. If you are unable 
to walk but willing to pray, join with others at St John’s. If you plan to join us, please let 
me know ray_lee16@yahoo.co.uk or 07766927539 Thanks. 
 

Beetle Drive & Themed Quiz! – Saturday 3rd October at 6.30pm at All Saints Centre. 
Enjoy a fun evening with a quiz and beetle drive. £5 each, light refreshments included. 
Teams of 4. Don’t worry if you don’t have a team, let us know, there will be others that 
you can make a team with on the day. There is a signup sheet at the back of church. 
 

Messing About with Notes – Sunday 4th October at 2pm at St John’s. Join Toad and 
Stephen Johns for some organ and piano music and a ‘singalong’, exploring how exactly 
music works. Entry £6, refreshments will be served.  
 

St John’s Harvest & Lunch – Sunday 11th October we will be celebrating harvest at 10am. 
At 12.30pm harvest lunch will be served in the hall, £12 per person. There is a signup 
sheet at the back of the churches if you would like to attend. 
 

St Andrew’s Harvest – Sunday 11th October at 11am. Collecting harvest goods for Derby 
Food 4 Thought. 
 

Craft & Tabletop Sale – 17th October at St John’s, 10am-1pm. Lots of stalls including a 
wide range of crafts, books and jigsaws. Refreshments throughout. Free entry. 
 

Joint Christians Together Service – We are all invited to a shared evening service at 
Mickleover Methodist, Sunday October 18th. This is their usual 6.30pm service but they 
are welcoming all Mickleover Christians for a time of shared fellowship. It would be good 
to see as many of us supporting them as are able 
 

Matt Barnes Questionnaire – Following on from Matt Barnes’ talk at the All Saints 
service, there is a questionnaire at the back of church. Please pray and jot down some 
notes for the PCC and put it in the box at the back of church. If you missed last week’s 
service, you can listen to Matt’s talk on our website using the link on the front page of 
this newsletter and also read his talk in our October Threefold magazine. 
 

St John’s Coffee Rota – There are a few vacancies on the St John’s Sunday coffee rota. If 
you would like to volunteer to help, please speak to Jenny Rowlands.  


